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PRACTICAL BOOKLETS 
on Vital Subjects 


USABLE STUDYBOOKS 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


After World War Il, What Then? 


Christian World Action 


By O. FREDERICK NOLDE 


® Here is a discussion text dealing with ques- 
tions which should concern every American 
from high school age upward. This is a 
thought-provoking booklet setting forth a 
Christian view of post-war settlements and 
the world of tomorrow. All thinking young 
people will be interested in this text. 


Price, 40 Cents a Copy; 


12 or more, 30 Cents each 
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Are You An ACTIVE Church Member? 


What a Church Member Should Do 


By AMOS JOHN TRAVER 


@® This text sets forth the importance of the 
“doing” or “action” side of church member- 
ship. The material is presented in an inspira- 
tional, and at the same time practical, manner. 
Subjects include: A Church Member Should 
surrender to Christ; A Church Member Should 
Cooperate; A Church Member Should Work 
for a Christian Community; A Church Mem- 
ber Should Work Through the Church, ete. 


Price, 20 Cents 
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Does Your Faith Make You DO Things? 


Youth's Faith In Action 


By RUSSELL FRANK AUMAN 


® Against the background of the Confirmation 
experience this book discusses ways in which 
the worth of the growing Christian’s life can 
be multiplied and its influence expanded. 


@ The experiences of which it tells, and the 
problems which it raises will be found vital to 
the interests of any church group in the teens 
or early twenties. 


Workbook, 20 Cents a Copy; 
in quantities of six or more to one address, at 15 Cents 
Leader’s Book, 35 Cents 
THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 Spruce Street 
Chicago 


Philadelphia 


Columbia Pittsburgh 
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May the Easter Blessings be abundant in a 
War-Torn World 
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HIS is the day which the Lord has made,” 

Psalm 118:24. How fitting that this familiar 

word from the hymnbook of the Hebrews be 

applied to Easter—the day of days! For the 
welfare of your soul, my Christian brethren, don’t fail 
to read the soul-satisfying news story of this day of days 
which your Bible contains. Lay aside your newspaper 
with its stories of war and conquest, of human strategy 
and counter-strategy, of blood and hate, and read the 
inspired and inspiring record of what happened on the 
first Easter Day. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John give 
us the details. They tell how men—proud, power-seek- 
ing Pharisees and worldly, pleasure-seeking Sadduceees 
—thought that they were going to determine the charac- 
ter of the first Easter. Had they not devised a clever 
plot for putting Jesus to the death? And had not their 
plot succeeded? Jesus was dead and buried. And Pilate’s 
guard watched at the sealed tomb. They thought they 
had triumphed. And then came Easter. 


Satan, too, thought that he was shaping the char- 
acter of the first Easter Day. Had he not found a 
willing tool for his devilish work? And had he not bent 
the leaders of Israel and, through them, the people 
themselves to do his bidding? Was this not his hour, 
and were not the dark powers going to have their way? 
So thought the prince of darkness. And then came 
Easter. 


And so, because Easter proved to be a day of God’s 
making and not of man’s making or of Satan’s making; 
because Easter proved to be the day of Christ’s glorious 
victory and not of His ignominious defeat; Easter is 
likewise the day of the Christian’s rejoicing. “This is 
the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and 
be glad in it.’ The victory which Christ won He won 
for us. “He was delivered for our offenses, and was 
raised again for our justification,’ Romans 4:25. Christ 
is our Substitute, our Champion. He met our foes, our 
deadliest foes—sin, death, and the power of the devil. 
And He triumphed over them. No wonder the entire 
New Testament is an Easter symphony in which there 
echoes and re-echoes the glorious refrain, “He is risen! 
He is risen indeed!” No wonder that a band of fright- 
ened cowards were soon boldly preaching in the name of 
Jesus and turning the world upside down! Terror had 
filled their hearts on Good Friday. And then came 
Easter. 


And you, my friend, you and I and our loved ones— 
some of them in positions and places of danger: in 
what spirit shall we celebrate Easter? Oh, we shall be 
sorely tempted to think that the smoke from burning 
cities, the shrieking sound of falling bombs, and the 
death cry from uncounted thousands of war’s victims 
have “spoiled” Easter, have blacked it out. Like the 
Emmaus disciples we shall be inclined to hang our heads 
and be sad. But, oh, what reason there is, even in this 
year of war, to lift up our heads! There is Jesus, walk- 
ing at our side; Jesus, with the print of the nails in His 
hands, Jesus, with the radiance of victory and the 
gentleness of love on His face. And as we turn to Jesus 
He opens to us the Scriptures which tell us not only how 
it was necessary for our blessed Saviour to suffer be- 
fore He entered into His glory but how in our own 
lives, though sorrow may come in to lodge for the night, 
joy cometh in the morning (Psalm 30:5). Standing amid 
all the trouble and travail of these awful days, we are, 
nevertheless, more than conquerors, for it is eternally 
true: And then- came Easter. 


PRAYER and the WARK 


“Call unto Me and | will answer thee, and show 
thee great and mighty things which thou knowest 


not.’ —Jeremiah 33:3. 


“T am convinced that prayers are 
the greatest and best help we can 
get.” 

These simple words, written by a 
twenty-year-old Canadian pilot in 
Britain, to his family back home, ex- 
press a truth which is at once so 
simple and so profound, that we are 
almost startled. In the midst of a 
war whose magnitude is greater than 
the world has hitherto known, is it 
really true that prayer is the greatest 
and best help the men at the front 
can receive? 

Such is the conviction of this youth- 
ful veteran of Dieppe. Not faster 
planes, heavier tanks, longer range 
guns—though all these things are 
necessary, too. But the greatest and 
best help - possible, is something 
which is within the power of each 
one of us to give: the support of 
prayer. Faithful, systematic and be- 
lieving prayer. 

Faced with this young Flying Of- 
ficer’s expression of faith, inevitably 
we must ask ourselves the question: 
Am I doing my utmost as a Chris- 
tian to support spiritually the men 
who daily face dangers beyond the 
power of the mind to imagine? Do 
I make it my business to lift my 
heart as the Psalmist did, “evening 
and morning and at noon will I pray 
and cry aloud, and God shall hear 
my voice.” (Psalm 55:17). 

Unless we pray regularly for the 
soldiers, sailors and airmen and the 
cause for which they battle, we are 
failing them, and stand condemned be- 
fore God and our own consciousness. 
Let us always remember that prayer 
is both a privilege—and a grave re- 
sponsibility. 

“Prayer is the hand that moves 
the Hand of God.” 

“The fervent, effectual prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much.” 

“More things are wrought by 
prayer than this world dreams of.” 

If we doubt this, let us turn to our 
Bibles for confirmation. The Old 
Testament is filled with incidents of 
a calling unto God and His answers. 
If we are particularly interested in 
His help on the battlefield, the his- 
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tory of the warrior King David in 
Chronicles, shows many deliverances. 
But, you say, all this is very remote. 
Perhaps you feel that it might have 
been so thousands of years ago, but 
God has changed since then. 


Ah, no, God is still the same. “I 
am the Lord, I change not.” (Malachi 
3:6). His hand is not shortened that 
it cannot save! 

“Look unto me and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth, for I am 
God, and there is none else.” (Isaiah 
45:22). 

In a cataclysmic world, God’s 
truth is the one unchanging verity, 
the one certain hope. But because 
we are, as Christ said, “men of little 
faith,’ we need to look upon those 
possessed of great faith, and renew 
our own thereby. 


A world at war has many such 
men. Men in high places, for whom 
we can fervently thank God. There 
is our own King George; there is 
the Christian Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-Shek; and there is Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sir William Dobbie, former- 
ly acting Governor of Malta, to men- 
tion but a few. The noble defense of 
this tiny island in the Mediterranean 
has stirred the world. Victim of more 
than 2000 shattering air attacks, and 
still it stands. Why? 


In a word, because of prayer and 
faith. Daily, Colonel Dobbie held 
prayer meetings with his military 
staff, and they committed the island 
unto God, knowing that of them- 
selves they “had no might against 
this great company.’ On a recent 
“London Calling” broadcast, this 
Christian leader said: 


“During these years of siege, I 
was very conscious of the good hand 
of God upon us, and I am sure that 
the continued safety of Malta was 
ultimately due to His Divine pro- 
tection. Many others share this con- 
viction with me, and we are glad to 
acknowledge it humbly and grate- 
fully. I am convinced that God for 
Christ’s sake, still does answer 
prayer, and I believe that recognition 
of this fact was the secret of the 


spirit, endurance and fortitude shown 
by so many persons in Malta.” 

Then there is General Montgomery 
of the Eighth Army in Africa. In the 
course of his Christmas message to 
his officers and men, he reminded 
them that before the African cam- 
paign they had prayed to God to be 
with them, and give them victory. 
“God has mightily answered our 
prayers. Now let us remember to 
thank Him.” It is encouraging to 
realize that military leaders such as 
Dobbie and Montgomery are not 
ashamed to publicly testify of their 
dependence and faith in God. Seeing 
their example, dare we do any less? 
Have we the right to remain silent 
when our testimony to His faithful- 
ness might be the means of strength- 
ening another? 

Coming a little closer to home, 
there is the miraculous rescue of Cap- 
tain Eddie Rickenbacker after 21 
days afloat in the Pacific. The Amer- 
ican air ace himself related the story 
over a national network one Sunday 
afternoon in December. He then told 
how the men on his raft organized 
prayer meetings, reading verses of 
Scripture from the Bible one of them 
had. He related how they prayed for 
deliverance, for food. How less than 
an hour after their request for food, 
the first sea gull they had yet seen, 
came and lighted on his shoulder. “I 
wouldn’t dare state this fact, were 
there not seven witnesses to prove 
it,’ he added. 

Yes, God still answers prayer. As 
He is with beleaguered Malta, as He 
supports the African campaign, as 
He walked invisibly upon the track- 
less waters of the Pacific beside that 
tiny raft, even so is He with all who 
call upon Him in spirit and in truth. 
Let us daily commit unto Him those 
men who stand in the front line for 
us, remembering the conviction of the 
young pilot that “prayer is the great- 
est and best help” they can receive. 
Even as we are depending upon these 
fighting men, they are depending up- 
on us and our prayers. We dare not 
fail them. 

It will add new meaning to the war 
if we read our newspapers prayer- 
fully, looking for the story behind 
the news: seeing God’s hand behind 
a fabulous deliverance at sea, in a 
pilot’s miraculous escape from a 
burning plane, or a soldier’s return 
from Bataan. We can know then, 
as Dobbie and Montgomery. and 
Rickenbacker know, that “somebody 
prayed.” Our own faith will be 
strengthened and our lives enriched 
as we call upon Him and He shows 
us great and mighty things. 
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NCE there was a lily hidden away in the dark 
earth. Close beside her her sisters were lying 
fast asleep, quite content to wait until Mother 
Nature should call them to waken and come out 
in the sunshine. But little Miss Lily fretted and would 
not sleep. “What is the use of living,’ she moaned, 
“if one is to spend all one’s life down here in the dark?” 

“Hush—sh-sh,” whispered the trees above her. “It 
is time to rest now. When it is time for you to waken 
you will know. Sleep, and wait patiently.” 

“But I have waited a long time now. The summer 
will be quite over if Mother Nature does not call me 
soon. I think she has forgotten about us lilies.” 

“Our Father never forgets,” rustled the trees. “He 
knows you are there, and He has promised that some 
day you shall wear a white dress out in the sunshine.” 

This beautiful secret kept the lily quite happy for 
a little while. She fell into a sweet sleep and was dream- 
ing of the green earth, the flowers in the garden above 
her and a chime of bluebells ringing a sweet little melody 
that, as she listened, seemed to turn into a tiny song: 


Flower bells are ringing, 
Soft the notes and clear; 
Sleep time is over, 
Waken, sister, dear. 
“Is it time to come out?” called Lily, waking with 


aestant. 

“Toes down and head up. Push!” cried Mother 
Nature. “Ah! here you are, my dear. Make the best of 
these sunshiny days now and grow as rapidly as pos- 
sible. I know you will like the food which the sunbeams 
will bring you, and the raindrops have promised to see 
that you have a cool drink whenever you need it. Good- 
bye; I must hurry, for I have all the roses to waken, 
and they seem unusually sleepy this year.” 

Little Miss Lily looked about her contentedly. It 
was a pleasant garden, and the most delightful spot of 
all was Miss Lily’s home. Tulip and Hyacinth, her next 
door neighbors, nodded a bright “Good morning” to her, 
and took the opportunity of a friendly breeze to send 
their visiting cards at once. Columbine was climbing 
over a stone wall near, but she stopped long enough to 
ring out a greeting from her scarlet bells. 

“Ho, ho!” chirped a robin, flying down from an elm 
tree and hopping on the lily bed. His head turned first 
to the one side, then to the other, and between friendly 
twitters he kept one black eye watching for an unwary 
worm. “The first lily of the season! I like your courage, 
my dear. I always try to get around early myself. 
Why, Mrs. Robin and I were working on our nest be- 
fore some of our neighbors arrived on the scene. By 
the way, Miss Lily, if you were just a little taller, you 
could see that nest, sixth bough from the trunk, hidden 
away among the leaves in the safest way.” 

“I will look, Mr. Robin, just as soon as I am tall 
enough,” answered Miss Lily, much interested. 
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Why The Lilies Hang Their Heads 


The days went by and Miss Lily, measuring herself 
by the sunshine that fell on the stone wall, found that 
she was growing quite rapidly. She was tall enough to 
catch a glimpse of Robin’s cozy home, with four tiny 
birds in it now. But Miss Lily did not watch the do- 
ings of the birds very often, or listen for Columbine 
whispers. She was growing more and more impatient 
every day, and at last began to murmur so that the 
sunshine heard her, 


“Our Father has only given me green leaves, though 
he promised a white dress. He has forgotten.” 


“Why, how impatient you are!” laughed the sun- 
beams, dancing on her broad green leaves. “Wait a little 
longer, and be happy while you wait.’ But Lily refused 
to be comforted. One morning she awoke to find her 
tall, green stalk full of tiny green balls. 


“This is the end,” she sobbed, “I have waited so 
long and just for this.” 


“Cheer up! Cheer up!” sang Father Robin. 

“Sweet! Sweet! Sweet!” chirped Mrs. Robin, look- 
ing at the round green balls with an admiring eye. 

“They are not sweet at all,” returned Lily, un- 
gratefully. 


Just then down the garden path came Grandma, 
leaning on her cane. Grandma was very old, but she 
liked to walk among the flowers, and best of all she 
loved the lilies. 

“Dear little lily,’ she whispered, bending over her. 
“You are almost ready to wear your white dress. Our 
Father has promised that I, too, may wear a white robe 
in His kingdom, but it is so long to wait and I am so 
old and tired.” 

Somehow when Miss Lily heard this she forgot her 
own impatience, and answered softly: “The trees say 
our Father never forgets, and surely they know, for 
they are much older than you or J, and have trusted 
Him so long. He will remember His promise. 

The sun shone brighter and warmer, and Miss Lily’s 
heart was so full of sweet, warm sympathy that the 
little green balls began to unfold. One morning Miss 
Lily was wakened by merry shouts from Father Robin. 
“Wake! Wake! Wake!” he called, and Lily swung 
on her green stalk and opened her eyes to find herself 
dressed in white and breathing sweetest perfume. 

“Oh, how happy I am,” she said; “our Father did 
not forget me.’ But when she remembered all her im- 
patience and discontent she hung her head. 

—Presbyterian Banner 
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All quotas for the India Project should be paid up 
by June 1st. Help your State or Synodical League meet 
its quota by sending in to the treasurer your contribution. 
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AS IT BEGAN TO DAWN 


(For an early Easter Morning Service, 


Characters 
Two Readers. 
Three Speakers. 
Soloist or Hidden Quartet. 


Costumes and Suggestions 


The READERS may be two young men dressed in dark suits or 
young women in dresses or robes made after the Grecian style that 
harmonize in color. The three SPEAKERS should be young women 
wearing white or colors that harmonize. If a SOLOIST appears on 


the platform, he or she should be dressed as are the READERS, or’ 


according to the scheme used by the SPEAKERS. 


A large white cross is in the center of the platform and if the 
characters wish to sit when they have finished with their parts, 
chairs should be placed just back of the cross. If the characters 
staud during the service, they stand just behind the cross. 


The usual Easter decorations will make the platform attractive. 


More singing than is indicated in the program may_be desired. 
If so, songs may be inserted between the parts of the FIRST and 
SECOND READERS—the first such song on the crucifixion, the 
second on the resurrection and the third on the coronation. Before 
this service begins, the congregation may sing one or two Easter 
songs not named in this pageant, then the minister may offer a 
prayer and ask the congregation to turn in their hymn books to 
“Ail Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,” the last hymn of this serv- 
ice. These changes will give the congregation a part in the Easter 
praise service. 


The SPEAKERS should walk slowly down the aisle, reading 
clearly and distinctly. Each should be so familiar with the Scripture 
she reads that she can look up from the Bible often. The reading 
should be timed so that each SPEAKER will réach the cross just 
as she finishes reading the Scripture. The Bible used should be 
covered with white cloth. The poems should be memorized. 


If the service is well planned, one rehearsal will be enough. 


(A. hidden quartet sings, ‘’Tis Midnight, and on Olive’s Brow,” 
after which the Pianist softly plays a medley of songs about the 
cross as a musical background for all the spoken parts. The Readers 
enter, one from the right, the other from the left.) 


First Reader (reading from Bible): And they bring 
him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, 
the place of a skull. 

And they gave him to drink wine mingled with 
myrrh: but he received it not. 

And when they had crucified him, they parted his 
garments, casting lots upon them, what every man 
should take. 

And it was the third hour, and they crucified him. 

And the superscription of his accusation was written 
over, The King of the Jews. 

And with him they crucify two thieves; the one on 
his right hand, and the other on his left. 

And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, And he 
was numbered with transgressors. 

Second Reader: The dark hours in the Garden of 
Gethsemane were over, and those who had followed the 
Saviour to Calvary’s height had turned with heavy heart 
and labored step toward the city. They had seen their 
beloved Master crucified between two thieves on the 
cruel cross. They could still hear his voice as he had 
cried, “It is finished.” It is no wonder that their hearts 
were filled with grief and pain. 

First Speaker (coming slowly from the rear of the 
room, reading in a clear, distinct voice from a Bible): 
Hear the words of the prophet Isaiah, “He is despised 
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him: 
he was despised and we esteemed him not. 
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or can be used at the Luther League devotional service) 


“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. 

“But he was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our 


peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.” 


(lf the Speaker has not reached the cross by this time, she 
should read the sixth and seventh verses of the fifty-third chapter 
of Isaiah. As she stands by the cross she closes the Bible before 
giving the poem.) 


“QO come and mourn with me a while; 
O come ye to the Saviour’s side; 

O come together, let us mourn; 
Jesus, our Lord, is crucified. 


“Have we no tears to shed for Him, 
While soldiers scoff, and Jews deride? 
Ah, look how patiently He hangs! 
Jesus, our Lord, is crucified. 


“Seven times He spoke, seven words of love; 
And all three hours His silence cried 

For mercy on the souls of men; 

Jesus, our Lord, is crucified. 


“O break, O break, hard heart of mine! 

Thy weak self-love and guilty pride 
Betrayed, condemned and scourged thy Lord; 
Jesus, our Lord, is crucified. 


(Speaker takes her place back of the cross. If a Soloist sings 
the songs, then a chair should be placed for him. The song, ‘“There 
Is a Green Hill Far Away,” should be sung at this point. If 
Quartet is used, it should be hidden in some way. After this song. 
the Pianist softly plays a medley of Easter songs.) 


First Reader: “But Mary stood without the sepul- 
chre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and 
looked into the sepulchre, and seeth two angels in white 
sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet 
where the body of Jesus had lain. 

“And they said unto her, Woman, why weepest 
thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid 
him. : 

“And when she had thus said, she turned herself 
back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it 
was Jesus. 

“Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? 
Whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the 
gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou hast borne him 
hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take 
him away. 

“Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, 


and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.” 


(li the full account of the resurrection is desired, the First 


pacar ont read the first eighteen verses of the twentieth chapter 


Second Reader: As that little group of faithful, sor- 
rowing women started with their spices for the Saviour’s 
tomb at dawn on that first day of the week, they little 
thought how quickly the gloom about them would be 
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pierced with a glorious sunrise; how soon their deep 
grief would be turned to great joy; for they had not 
comprehended the meaning when Jesus had said to 
them, “The Son of man is delivered into the hands of 
men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed 
he shall rise the third day.” 


Second Speaker (coming in as did the First 
Speaker): “And now is Christ risen from the dead, and 
become the first fruits of them that slept. 


“Behold I shew you a mystery: we shall not all 
sleep, but we shall be changed, 


“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

“OQ death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is 
thy victory? 

“The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin 
is the law. 

“But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


(It Second Speaker has not reached the cross at this point, she 
should supply those verses of the fifteenth chapter of First Corin- 
rag eo have been omitted. She closes her Bible before giving 

e€ poem. 


“Christ is risen! Hallelujah! 
Risen our victorious Head! 

Sing His prises! Hallelujah! 
Christ is risen from the dead! 
Gratefully our hearts adore Him, 
As His light once more appears; 
Bowing down in joy before Him, 
Rising up from grief and tears. 


“Christ is risen! Henceforth never 
Death o’er hell shall us enthrall; 

We are Christ’s in Him forever, 

We have triumphed over all. 

All the doubting and dejection 

Of our trembling hearts have ceased; 
*Tis His day of resurrection! 

Let us greet our great High Priest.” 


(The Second Speaker takes her place while ‘Christ The Lord 
Is Risen Today,” or that song which, while very old, is very beauti- 
ful, “‘Mary To The Saviour’s Tomb,” is being sung. The Pianist now 
plays a medley of coronation hymns.) 

First Reader: “Ye men of Israel, hear these words: 
Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you 
by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by 
him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves know: 

“Him being delivered by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain: 

“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are 
witnesses. 

“Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, 
... sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” 

Second Reader: For forty days after the resurrec- 
tion, the faith and knowledge of the faithful followers 
was strengthened by the risen Christ talking with them 
and teaching them. Then came a day when He led them 
out as far as Bethany, where He had loved to be, and 
there He blessed them and gave them His last instruc- 
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tions. While they looked at Him He was received out 
of their sight by a cloud, going back to His Father’s 
house, to all the glory and power that had been His 
since the foundation of the world. Out of blackest night 
had come forth a radiant day. 

Third Speaker (entering as have the other Speakers): 
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name: 


“That at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; 

“And that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

“Lift up your heads; O ye gates: even lift them up, 
ye everlasting doors: and the king of glory shall come in. 

“Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, 
he is the King of glory.” 


(If more verses are needed to give the Speaker time to reach 

the platform, Psalm 24:7, 8 may be read.) 

“The head that once was crowned with thorns 
Is crowned with glory now; 

A royal diadem adorns 
The mighty Victor’s brow. 
The highest place that heaven affords 
Is His, is His by right, 
The King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

And heaven’s eternal light.” 


(As Third Speaker takes her place behind the cross, the minis- 
ter comes to the platform and with a gesture invites the congrega- 
tion to stand and sing, “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name,” to 
which they have turned in their hymnals earlier in the service. 
At its conclusion, he pronounces a benediction.) 


*This service was prepared by Louise Miller Novatny (Standard 
Publishing Co.). 
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“She asked: ‘Do you believe that we shall win?’ 
He said, through clenched teeth: ‘We have won. On 
this and on a hundred nights as black as this, we have 
won. Even if we are destroyed, we have stood to- 
gether’.’,—From “Night Raid,’ by Eugene Lohrke. 


The battlefront is still at Calvary; 

Christ rules the agelong conflict from the Tree; 
In all Time’s crises faith is given to see: 
“We have won; we have won.” 


Though fires from heedless heaven seem to rain, 
And every temple veil is rent in twain, 

Be sure the long-drawn fight is not in vain: 
“We have won; we have won.” 


Wherever men stand fast and carry on, 
Although the wheels of victory tarry long, 
By faith we hear the glad, triumphant song: 
“We have won; we have won.” 


While earthly glory sinks to dust and dies, 
From all the faithful everywhere arise 
The shouts that make the joy of Paradise: 
“We have won; we have won.” 
—Rev. Herbert H. Gowen in ‘‘The Living Church” 
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They Were Con irmed-- What Now? 


ALM SUNDAY is the day of days for many 

a teen-age member of the Church, for it was 

on that day before God’s altar and in the 

presence of the admiring congregation that 
he expressed his faith in Christ and pledged undying 
loyalty to Him and His Church forever. Who can for- 
get Confirmation Day, whether it was on Palm Sunday 
or on some other equally as appropriate day in the 
Church Calendar? But the peril is that its meaning may 
be thought of only when another group of young peo- 
ple is similarly ready to be received. 

Confirmation Day was not only a time of promise- 
making for them under the most impressive circum- 
stances imaginable, but it was the time of their receiv- 
ing certain high privileges that relate to church mem- 
bership. No confirmed member of the Church of Christ 
can ever be an underprivileged individual. He may be 
so treated by his fellowmen in the world, but his Christ 
has made available to him all the riches of grace which 
heaven can provide. But one’s actually receiving the 
benefits of these privileges depends upon his choosing 
to do so, not once, but again and again, down through 
the years. 

If one was in earnest about his promises, then he 
must be equally as intent upon availing himself of his 
privileges, because it is by means of them that he is 
enabled to make good on his promises. What are these 
privileges which have so recently become theirs and 
which we expect them to avail themselves of in the 
days that lie ahead? Perhaps, too, the rest of us may 
have some responsibility in encouraging them to take 
full advantage of their privileges. 


Privilege Number One: “To turn to God in prayer 
—for forgiveness, for strength, for insight, for wisdom, 
for divine help, that I may overcome evil and live the 
new life in God, now and forever.” Oh, how we need 
this daily! Shall I not speak encouragingly to them of 
the previous privilege of daily prayer? 

Privilege Number Two: “To have God with me and 
in me—for the development and growth and perfecting 
of my personality, and character and life.” Oh, how 
weak our lives are without Him, how ineffectual our 
striving in our own strength alone! And shall not my 
life speak aloud to them of this privilege which came 
to me before it came to them? 


Privilege Number Three: “To come to the Table 
of my Lord—to receive there, in His very presence, His 
Body and His Blood, and all the infinite love and divine 
life which He, through them, imparts.’ What a privi- 
lege is this! And is it not the greatest of them all? 
Surely, by my example in regularly coming to the Table 
of the Lord I shall encourage my younger brethren to 
do the same. Nevertheless, a matter of such great im- 
portance to me and to them dare not be left alone to 
the power of silent influence. I will avail myself of every 
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proper opportunity to speak to them about this holy 
privilege when the season for the Holy Sacrament draws 
near in our church. 

These are the privileges which make them full- 
fledged church members. But that does not mean that 
those newly confirmed, through the very act of Con- 
firmation itself, become full-grown Christians. Indeed, 
it would be strange if that early in the life of an in- 
dividual he should become spiritually mature when bodi- 
ly maturity itself is not attained until approximately 25 
years of age. Spiritual life is a matter of gradual growth, 
but this growth, like physical growth, must be condi- 
tioned by influence from without. In other words, spirit- 
ual life requires conditioning. 

While recognizing the relative spiritual immaturity 
of her newly-confirmed members, the Church does not 
leave them unattended and unprovided for. She looks 
forward to their continuing growth in the Christian 
life and she makes the wisest possible provisions for 
guiding the same. She wants each and all of them to 
“know God more perfectly, to love God more fervently, 
and to serve God more faithfully.” 

Since the Christian religion is not based on emo- 
tion but on fact, it is clear that growth in it would 
mean increasing awareness of the fact on which it is 
founded. That fact is the fact of God and His revela- 
tion of Himself in human history, without which we 
would not know Him at all. So that one who wishes to 
grow in Christian faith and life must consistently seek 
to “know God more perfectly.” This is not merely 
a matter of acquiring an accumulation of facts about 
God, but of personally knowing Him more and more 
intimately. Toward this end, what is the Church doing? 


That they may ever “know God more perfectly” 
she provides for them and all her members, the regular 
services of God’s house with the preaching of the Word; 
church schools (Sunday, weekday and vacation) for their 
continued instruction in the things of God; an organiza- 
tion (the Luther League) of their very own through 
which they may give personal and group expression to 
their increasing knowledge of God; programs of spiritual 
nurture for home use; individual spiritual counseling by 
pastors who are prepared for the task by training, ex- 
perience and grace. 

Then to Church the newly Confirmed, and all the 
Confirmed, should go faithfully, because it is there that 
the opportunity of knowing God more perfectly is regu- 
larly offered. There His presence is recognized, His 
worthy praise is sung, His Word is declared and His 
Will is learned. There man meets God and God meets 
man. Perhaps the most potent influence for regular 
church attendance, attendance with the increasing sense 
of privilege that it is, is the regular attendance of his 
Sunday School teachers and officers, of his older Luther 
League associates, of his family and of his friends. Sure- 
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ly, this is a case where example is worth more than pre- 
cept. However, a word well-spoken may often be a 
worthy aid, in accomplishing this very thing. Withhold 
not the word of encouragement, but speak it wisely and 
well! 


Then there are the church’s schools which still hold 
open their doors to them and persuasively urge their at- 
tendance after Confirmation as before. But it seems that 
the invitation must be given with greater persuasiveness 
and finer insistence than ever before, for somewhere 
along the line they have gathered the erroneous idea 
that to be confirmed means to be done with church 
school, especially the session that is held on Sunday. 
*Tis true, of course, that the strongest department of 
the Sunday School, from the standpoint of teachers and 
administrative officers, should be the Intermediate De- 
partment. Here the ingenuity of teachers will be taxed 
to the utmost, for the adolescent is not easy to deal 
with and the greatest skill in handling him is constantly 
required. Teachers must know very well not only the 
subject matter which they teach, which is always in- 
dispensable, but they must know the psychology of this 
age-group and the individual members of the same as 
intimately as possible. Perhaps one of the chief things 
which can be done to stop the loss in Sunday School at- 
tendance is to improve the teaching and equipment pro- 
vided by the Church for the use of these early teen- 
agers. The Church dare not give up too quickly in the 
face of this difficult problem. To do so is to court dis- 
aster. She must not only maintain her schools for their 
continued instruction, but she must constantly seek to 
improve them so that they may render a better service 
to those whose immaturity makes them need all that the 
Church can do for their further instruction. 


Then there is another teaching agency of the con- 
gregation whose service must not be overlooked— 
The Luther League. When correctly understood, the 
program of this organization will not be thought to 
turn upon Confirmation. Nevertheless, because a host 
of congregations have not taken advantage of this op- 
portunity at the age of twelve years, when the Luther 
League program is designed to begin, it is the part of 
wisdom for them to do so at Confirmation Time. 


The United Lutheran Church in America has recog- 
nized the peculiar need of youth and has designated The 
Luther League of America as its agent for the special 
service of youth. Just now in particular, due to the 


exigencies of war-time, but also because of other stra- 


tegic reasons, it recognizes that the emphasis must be 
laid upon work with the younger age-group, that is, 
with Intermediates. It is during this period that Con- 
firmation must frequently take place among us. There- 
fore, it is with the newly confirmed, or those about to 
be confirmed, that Luther League work should now be 
concentrated. 

What is the purpose of the Luther League? is a 
very proper question for those seriously considering 
such a course of action. Its purpose is to provide for 
its membership a program, essentially educational in 
character, which shall supplement the instruction given in 
the Church Schools of the congregation; to quicken in 
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them a clearer consciousness of Christian faith as the 
Lutheran Church confesses it; to foster in each member 
a spirit of loyalty to his congregation, to his synod, 
and to the United Lutheran Church in America; to pro- 
vide a leadership training laboratory in which its mem- 
bers may become better workers in the Church; to help 
each of its members to be a true witness for Christ by 
word and example; and to provide for its members that 
social fellowship so necessary to the normal develop- 
ment of youth. Are not these all most worthwhile ob- 
jectives? Do not all understanding church members 
wish to see them accomplished progressively in the life 
of the younger members of the Church? Then, organize 
a Luther League group in your congregation, beginning 
with Intermediates and including all those who have just 
been confirmed. 


Then, again, the newly confirmed needs to be en- 
couraged to share regularly in the program of family 
devotions which the congregation sponsors. Perhaps 
the best way to accomplish this is to urge upon them 
the use in private of the topic-related daily devotional 
Luther League material. It may even prove to be the 
opportunity later to reach his home with the church’s 
program of spiritual nurture. Surely, his Luther League 
leaders also will be faithful in this matter of cultivating 
their own devotional life and will not hesitate to let 
them know of his practice of it. 


And finally, the ease of approach to the pastor 
which has been developed throughout the period of 
catechetical instruction should be continued. The teen- 
ager needs the personal counsel of his sympathetic 
pastor. He is the person best equipped to give satis- 
fying answers to the continuing questions of the inquir- 
ing mind. In sin, sickness, sorrow or in joy and good 
fortune, the pastor will prove himself an understanding, 
helpful friend to all who give him the chance so to 
help them.—W. J. D. 
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EASTER DAWN 


Even as we watch the hills, 

The shadows stir and rise; 

A strand of silver ribbon, 

Breaks the gloom of eastern skies. 

A cloud-ship, painted by the dawn, 
In tones of rose and gray, 

Slips swiftly from the arms of night, 
And rides to greet the day. 

A giant oak spreads sturdy atms, 

In supplicating grace, 

And forms a mighty, rugged cross, 
Against the morning’s face. 

A thousand little voices 

Wake the valley from her dreams, 
And the first bright rays of sunshine, 
Are caught in dancing streams. 
Hush—the sound of music 

In glad and sweet accord— 

The angel chorus singing— 

“All hail the risen Lord!” 


—TIone Rehm Hertweck 
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1943 National Convention 


At last Luther Leaguers of New York State can 
say “welcome” when next July rolls around, for we've 
been given the “go-ahead” signal for the 24th Biennial 
Convention of the Luther League of America. Of course, 
some of our old friends won’t be able to wend their way 


Hotel. Seneca, Rochester, New York 


Convention-ward this summer, but that same inspiration, 
fellowship and hospitality will be in evidence, if not more 
so this year. Luther Leaguers throughout New York 


State, and in Genesee Valley District particularly, are in 
anxious preparation for this event for which they have 
been waiting so long, and the Convention Committee 
under Chairman Fred Holderle has been meeting regu- 
larly. Everything is being made in readiness. 

The Seneca Hotel, our Convention Hotel, already 
has its. special “welcome mat” ready for us. One of the 
finest hotels in the United chain, there are 550 rooms 
available for guests. We've been assured that the special 
rates quoted over a year ago will still be in effect for 
our Convention. This hotel is in the heart of downtown 
Rochester and but a few minutes’ walk from our Con- 

vention Church. 

Our large and distinctive Convention Church, the 
Church of Reformation, is already making its plans for 
our Convention. 1943 is the 75th Anniversary Year of 
this church, whose pastor is Dr. Frederick R. Knubel, 
son of our U. L. C. A. President. Its large auditorium 
and many meeting rooms will most comfortably and 
centrally house our Convention. 

As for Rochester, it is an historic city on the banks 
of the Genesee River; a city of many diversified indus- 
tries, many of them known the world over; pleasantly 
climated, especially at the time of the year of our Con- 
vention; the third largest city in the Empire State, and 
truly one of the better-known cities of the country. 
Rochester is easily accessible by bus, auto, boat or train 
—an overnight ride from home for three-quarters of the 
population of the United States! 

Registration blanks will soon be going forward to 
accredited delegates. Information will appear in future 
issues of the “Review” as to registration, train schedules, 
hotel rates, etc. If you’re one of those privileged to look 
forward to being in Rochester next July 2-5, we urge 
you to begin planning now. 


CLARENCE L. NEUN, Publicity Chairman 
1943 Convention Committee 
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HOW ARE YOU USING YOUR LIFE—By Edgar F. Neas 


“Tt is my purpose, with God’s help, to follow Jesus 
Christ. I will not drift into my life work, but I will 
earnestly seek God’s will, and as it becomes clear to me, 
I will do it gladly.” 

This is the Life Service Covenant, Just what does 
it imply? Usually, when a Leaguer thinks of Life Serv- 
ice, he thinks of full-time service in the Church. Al- 
though this type of service is the greatest Christian 
service one can perform, it is, by no means, the only 
service. A few people will go further and say that it 
means any kind of service in the Church, such as teach- 
ing in the Sunday School or singing in the choir. Is 
that all that Life Service includes? Absolutely not! Life 
service, as we want to think of it, embraces every phase 
of the life and activities of a Christian. This doesn’t 
mean just Sunday activities of the Christian service ren- 
dered incidentally throughout the week. Instead, let us 
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think of Life Service as the conduct of our daily lives; 
our dealings with our fellowmen in business and social 
life; our application of Christian principles and ideals 
to our daily tasks. 

You say, “How can I do this?’ Some activities, 
both business and social, are definitely Christian; some 
are not, but could be made so with slight modifications; 
others are inherently evil and should be avoided by a 
Christian. Not only should the Christian avoid such evil 
activities, but he should attempt to destroy them. Natur- 
ally one needs a guide or standard to judge these occu- 
pations and activities in which he, as a Christian, might 
engage. He needs to be able to distinguish between a 
Christian act and a lawful act. He needs the courage 
to oppose un-Christian practices and attempt to correct 
them. All of the above-mentioned things are merely 
ramifications of the Life Service Covenant. 
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Official Call For The te § 
24th Biennial Convention 


OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE of AMERICA 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK JULY"27 347591943 


REPRESENTATION 


NY society of whatever name, connected with a congregation or institution 

of learning of The United Lutheran Church in America and District and 

State or Synodical organizations whose admission shall have been recom- 

mended by the Committee on Credentials, are entitled to membership with is 
representations as follows: Each society admitted to membership shall be ig 
entitled to one delegate, each District or Conference League to three delegates, and each is 
State or Synodical organization to ten delegates. Delegates to the Convention are ex- {4 
pected and required to present properly certified credentials. The credentials should be [&% 
signed by the President and Secretary of each organization, whether State or Synodical, ie 
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District or Local League. i 
KY 
Delegates and Visitors will be asked each to pay a Xe 
Registration Fee of $2.00 Xe 
Send Registration Cards and Fee to Ke 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA ie 
405 Muhlenberg Building ie 
1228 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Xs 
CREDENTIALS ig 
Credential Blanks for all Delegates can be secured from the State is 
or District Officers, or by writing to The Luther League of America Kg 
ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER, President PAUL M. KINPORTS, Executive Secretary Kg . 
h 
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On to BIG oohesten 


The Executive Committee of The Luther League of America, at its meeting in Philadelphia on 
January 18th, decided to hold the convention of The Luther League of America in Rochester, New 
York, as indicated in the above Call. It was decided that “unless regulations of the Government or 
the United Lutheran Church in America intervened the Rochester Convention be held.” 


AL AIAAL AAMAS 


Owing to travel restrictions and accommodations we urge full State and Synodical delegations, 
thereby giving equal representation to all Groups, but keeping the total numbers in attendance, at a 
minimum. We have been asked to discourage the attendance of large numbers, which is contrary to 
our usual policy of endeavoring to have a large attendance. 


It was voted to make this a four-day convention instead of five, as in previous years, eliminat- 
ing all social events and discontinuing the post-convention tour. The convention will adhere strictly to 
business and is being held only because we feel the need for special emphasis on the program and work 
of the youth of our Church. 


Further announcements regarding the convention will be made from time to time in this 
periodical. 
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An Apri Foolish Party 


Every group of fun-loving young people will want 
to have a party on the first day of April, when good- 
natured jokes and light-hearted foolishness hold sway. 
We are offering a suggestion or outline for such a party. 
You may have other games and plans which you will 
want to work out along with these. 


Advertising 
Posters adorned with fool’s cap and bells or a jester. 


Decorations 
Spring flowers, foolish snares, flowers sprinkled with 
pepper or snuff, coins glued to the floor, toy spiders, 
placards on which are directions which lead the guests 
to unexpected places and mix the crowd, a doll dressed 
as court jester, crazy greetings about the room (such as 
“Happy New Year’). 


Invitations 
“We'll celebrate All Fool’s Day, 
In an April Foolish way, 
With foolish questions, foolish stunts, 
And an April Foolish play.” 


Write the invitations on paper cut the proper shape 
and fold them into dunce caps, adding the place of 
meeting and the hour. 
will be quite a drawing card. Each person will expect to 
be entertained by those who have spent long hours prac- 
ticing and not until the time comes will they learn that 
all are in it. 

To insure a surprisingly hearty welcome for those 
coming late, give the early guests ten or twelve little 
bells apiece. The bells have short lengths of ribbon run 
through them and pins for fastening them on. If anyone 
is able to grasp another’s hand and call “April Fool!” 
before the one addressed can say it; he may pin a bell on 
the one so caught. Those coming late will not be in the 
secret, but before they are belled many times they will 
secure a supply and get in the game. 


Games and Stunts 
Have a quartet which, after an elaborate prelude on 
the piano (during which they arrange themselves), open 
wide and close their mouths without a single sound, 
then take their seats. 


Follow My Footsteps 

Place a number of articles, such as books, dishes, 
chair, or inexpensive vases, on the floor. One person acts 
as leader and walks in a zigzag path around the ob- 
stacles, followed by the others. Then one of the party 
is blindfolded and told by the leader to “follow in my 
footsteps, and if you do not mar or break anything, you 
shall have a surprise.” When the victim starts on his 
journey everything is quietly removed from his path and 
when he is tired of wandering and removes the bandage 
he is greeted by “April Fool.” 
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The announcement of a play 


Foolish Faces 
A selected number of guests, perhaps ten or twelve, 
may be chosen to make foolish faces. They are seated 
in a circle while the others gather about to watch the 
fun. The leader says to his neighbor on the right, “I 
heard the April Fool cry!” The neighbor asks, “Why 
did he cry?” The leader replies, “Because he had a 
squint in his eye.’ When he says this he squints one 
eye and holds it shut while his neighbor tells the one 
next him he heard the April Fool cry, and so on. The 
conversation passes from one to the other and by the 
time it reaches the leader all have a squint in one eye. 
He says again, “I heard the April Fool cry.” When 
asked why he cried, the reply this time is, “Because he 
had a squint in his eye and his mouth awry.” This time 
he twists his mouth around while keeping his eye 
squinted. The third time the reply is, “Because he had 
a squint in his eye, his mouth awry, and his tongue so 
dry,” and he sticks his tongue out. If the players are 
successful in holding the pose that demonstrates all 
three troubles, another may be added. But the chances 
are that the game will end in laughter before the third 
round is finished. 
Foolish Races 
Those who have watched the “foolish faces” from 
the sidelines may be required to furnish the fun in this 
event. They are paired against each other, one couple 
racing at a time. Then the winners are paired. The first 
couple leans over, touching the starting line with their 
fingers. When the signal is given, they race backward in 
this position to the goal line. A grand prize may be 
offered the final winner. It will, of course, be an April 
fool prize—perhaps a bottle of arnica for strained 
muscles, 
Foolish Feeding 
The company is divided into two groups, and each 
side is allowed to enter a team composed of four or six 
couples. The girls in each team are given spoons and 
cups one-fourth full of water. The water should be 
measured into the cups in the presence of the teams. 
When the signal is given, the first girl in each team, 
standing in front of her partner, begins to feed him the 
water with a spoon. When she is able to turn the cup 
up, draining the last drop into the spoon, she may feed 
him the last bit, and await the decision of the judges. 


Two judges are appointed for each side. The side 
finishing first is given ten points; one to five points are 
given for gracefulness, and a point is subtracted every 
time a drop is spilled. The points made or lost are set 
down and the next two couples compete in the same 
manner. If the losers are not satisfied when all counts 
are in, they may challenge the winners to another race. 
In this case, new players may be sent up, or shredded 
cocoanut or some dry breakfast food may be used in- 
stead of water. (Continued on Page 32) 
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aster Tu Verse 


“WHO SHALL ROLL AWAY THE STONE?” 


That which weeping ones were saying 
Nineteen hundred years ago, 

We, the same weak faith betraying, 
Say in our sad hours of woe. 
Looking at some trouble lying 

In the dark and dread unknown, 

We, too, often ask, with sighing, 
“Who shall roll away the stone?”’ 


Thus with care our spirits crushing, 
When they might from care be free, 
And, in joyous song outgushing, 
Rise in rapture, Lord, to thee; 

For before the way was ended, 

Oft we've had with joy to own 
Angels have from heaven descended 
And have rolled away the stone. 


Many a storm cloud sweeping o'er us 
Never pours on us its rain; 

Many a gtief we see before us 

Never comes to cause us pain. 
Ofttimes, in the feared tomorrow, 
Sunshine comes, the cloud has flown. 
Ask not, then, in foolish sorrow, 
“Who shall roll away the stone?” 


Burden not thy soul with sadness; 
Make a wiser, better choice; 

Drink the wine of life with gladness; 
God doth bid thee, man, “Rejoice!” 
In today’s bright sunlight basking, 
Leave tomorrow’s cares alone; _ 

Spoil not present joys by asking, 


CHRIST LIVES 


When in the starry gloom, 

They sought the Lord Christ’s tomb, 
Two angels stood in sight, 

All dressed in burning white, 

Who unto the women said: 

“Why seek ye the living among the dead?’ 


His life, His hope, His heatt, 

With death they had no part. 

For this those words of scorn 

First heard that holy morn 

When the angels to the women said: 
“Why seek ye. the living among the dead?” 


O ye of this latter day 

Who journey the self same way, 

Thro’ morning’s twilight gloom 

Back to the shadowy tomb, 

To you as to them is it said: 

“Why seek yd the living among the dead?”’ 


The Lord ts risen indeed, 

He is here for your love, for your need, 
Not in the grave or the sky, 

But here where men live and die, 

And true the word that was, said: 

“Why seek ye the living among the dead?” 


Wherever are tears or sighs, 

Wherever ate Children’s eyes, 

Where man calls man his brother 

And loves as himself another, 

Christ lives! The angels said: 

“Why seek ye the living among the dead?”’ 
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AN EASTER PRAYER 


Oh, let me know 

The Power of Thy resurrection; 

Oh, let me show 

Thy tisen life in calm and clear reflection; 

Oh, let me soar 

Where Thou, my Saviour, Christ, art gone before. 
In mind and heatt, 

Let me dwell always, only where Thou art; 
Oh, let me give 

Out of the gifts Thou freely givest; 

Oh, let me live 

With life abundantly, because Thou livest. 
Oh, let me shine 

In darkest places, for Thy light is mine; 

Oh, let me be 

A faithful witness for Thy truth and Thee; 
Oh, let me show 

The strong reality of Gospel story; 

Oh, let me go 

From strength to strength, from glory unto glory; 
Oh, let me sing 

For very joy because Thou art my King; 

Oh, let me praise 

Thy love and faithfulness through all my days. 


—Richard Watson Gilder 


“Who. shall roll away the stone?” 


—G. Washington Moon —Frances Ridley Havergal 
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WHO AAS E@@EBD a: 


By MABEL S. MERRILL 


“April fool!” sung out Bob Thornton, with all the 
strength of his lusty lungs that had never been allowed 
to get out of order for want of use during the fifteen 
years of his life. 

Miss Lavinia straightened herself with a jerk and 
looked irefully from the letter glued to her doorstep to 
the bad boy laughing derisively in the background. 

“Vou’re a disgrace to the neighborhood, Bob Thorn- 
ton, and you ought to be locked up!” she said, glaring 
over her spectacles with such a war-like aspect that an 
organ-grinder who had been making himself at home in 
the fence corner precipitately shouldered his instrument. 

“You'd better go in, old lady, you’ll spoil your com- 
plexion,” remarked the graceless Bob, as he coolly swung 
himself over the fence—‘“Hello, I say—come off, you 
brute!” 

This last was addressed to the organ-grinder’s 
weazened monkey that had made a spring at Bob as he 
passed, and, landing on his shoulders, proceeded to fasten 
a pair of scrawny hands in his hair with a sort of 
vicious friendliness. 

“The creature knows his relations,’ was Miss Lavi- 
nia’s parting remark as she slammed the door. 

“Tf I’m any nearer related than she is I’ll sell my- 
self to a circus!” muttered Bob, making frantic attempts 
to get rid of his new friend. “Here, you fellow, take 
him out of my hair if you don’t want him strangled!” 

Thus adjured, the melancholy Italian hastily de- 
tached his property and prepared to go. 

“Ah!” he said mournfully, “him very bad monkey— 
learn only mischief all times—no make money for me. I 
try to sell him, but no peoples will buy fool monkey 
like he.” 

“How much will you take for him?” inquired Bob, 
with a new idea dawning upon his mischievous brain. , 

“Ah, I sell him very cheap—maybe two dollar; you 
buy for that?” 

“Well,” said Bob, appearing to deliberate but mak- 
ing up his mind on the spot, “if you’re round here this 
afternoon, I’ll think about it.” 

“All right, I come,” said the wily Italian, affecting 
indifference in his turn. 

“Tll fix the old lady now. I'll box him up and 
send him to her for a present. Won’t it be rich when she 
opens the box and that ugly little brute jumps out at 
her? 

“Mr. Mackenzie wants somebody up at the green- 
houses, and I’ll have that two dollars before noon,” and 
Bob chuckled over his scheme as he walked around the 
house. 

Coming around opposite the south window he saw a 
little girl propped up in an invalid’s chair with her face 
turned to the sunny outer world. Bob knew who it was 
—Miss Lavinia’s niece, disabled by a hurt from which it 
was feared she would never recover. 


, 
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She had known Bob when he went to the district 
school in a kilted suit and red mittens—in his better 


‘days before he became known as the “hard ticket” of 


the village—and she recognized him now, much to his 
surprise, with a nod and a cheery smile, all unconscious 
of the little drama just enacted at the back door. 


“T do declare, that Bob Thornton ought to be sent 
to the penitentiary!” scolded Miss Lavinia that after- 
noon, as she tugged a good-sized box into the sitting 
room.. “Just look at what he left on the doorstep. I 
saw him dodge round the corner. It’s another of his 
April fool tricks—the imp. It’s directed to you, Lily. 
Did anybody ever see the like of such villainy!” 

Miss Lavinia’s eyes fairly darted sparks through her 
glasses as she put the box down. That any one could 
have the heart to insult her darling little girl, whose 
sweet face, unclouded by all her misfortune, was the 
very light of Miss Lavinia’s poor old eyes! 

Lily laughed merrily as her aunt, with her biggest 
shears held at arm’s length, cut the string and carefully 
removed paper and cover, then stood still with a gasp 
of astonishment which was lost in Lily’s rapturous cry: 
“OQ Aunt Lavinia, ain’t they lovely enough to have 
grown in heaven!” 

The box was full of flowers. A little basket of tea 
roses that looked like a fairy thing was the centerpiece, 
and all around it lay knots of fragrant carnations, violets, 
and lilies. 

“Well—I never—did!” said Miss Lavinia, with pon- 
derous solemnity. “It can’t be—Mr. Mackenzie must 
have sent ’em. I'll go straight over and see’ 

“Why, no,” said Mr. Mackenzie, when his breathless 
neighbor had told her story. “I didn’t have anything to 
do with it except fix ’em up. That young Thornton came 
to me this morning and wanted to know if I’d give him 
two dollars for wheeling up that big pile of gravel. I 
didn’t just like to hire the feller, but I was short of 
help, so I said yes, and he got it all done by noon! But 
something must have come over him, for when I was 
ready to pay him, he said he’d like to take his pay in 
flowers. I thought ’twas a queer freak, but he did work 
like a steam engine. Well, well, this is curious!” 

That evening just after supper, Miss Lavinia en- 
countered Bob in a grocery store. 

“Robert Thornton, you come straight home with 
me,’ she said, taking him by the shoulder as if she 
had been a constable; and Bob was so amazed at this 
summary proceeding that he actually allowed himself 
to be marched across the street to her house, looking 
like a criminal about to be executed. 


“T’ve captured him, Lily,” said the dauntless wom- 
an, coming into the sitting room flushed and breath- 
less, and with her bonnet very much askew; “now deal 


with him as you like. (Contitined ober) 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The Way of The Multitude or Luther 


It was a bright, spring day in the year 29, when 
Jesus directed two of His disciples to “go into the 
village over against you.” Here they would find an 
ass, and a colt with her, which they were to bring for 
His use. If they were questioned, they should reply, 
“The Lord hath need of them.” 


The oriental nations considered the donkey of high 
value. It was not employed simply by poor persons, but 
like the mule, was preferred to horses for riding by 
men of the highest rank. As horses were pre-eminently 
employed for war purposes, their use was discouraged 
among the Jews. 


For centuries the Jewish people had been looking 
for the coming of a Messiah, and the establishment of the 
kingdom of God upon the earth. Even the Pharisees, 
the opponents of Jesus, expected the coming of the 
son of David to bring about the realization of the king- 
dom of God. The common people held so grimly to 
this conviction that more than once they attempted to 
make Jesus king, and for this reason He was extremely 
careful in the revelation of His Messianic character. 
When the time had arrived for Jesus to give a visible 
evidence of His royal character, it seems clear that He 
arranged to ride the young colt into the city, as an in- 
tentional fulfillment of prophecy. The disciples so recog- 
nized this, although they did not fully understand it, 
and communicated this idea to the multitude following 
Jesus. Purity or fitness for sacred uses was specially 
connected in the minds of ancient Jews and Gentiles 
with an animal that had not yet performed any labor— 
hence Jesus chose the colt, “whereon yet never man Sat. 
Often an animal ridden by a monarch was covered with 
splendid cloths. Lacking these, the disciples took off 
their own loose outer garments and spread them upon 
the colt; and having no magnificent carpets to spread on 
the road over which the King was to ride, as was 
often done in triumphal procession, they and the multi- 
tude, “spread their garments in the way.’ It was also 
the custom to carry branches of palm trees in the hand 
and to strew them in the way in seasons of rejoicing, 
after any victory, and in welcoming a monarch. In 
this the most important journey of any king, the people 


- “cut down branches from the trees, and strewed them 


in the way,” as they paid homage to Him. 

The words of praise shouted by the multitude are 
found in Psalm 118 and were evidently used alternately 
by different groups—those “who went before” and “that 
followed.” Those “that went before’ may have sung 
the words, “Hosanna to the son of David,” and those 
coming after may have responded, “Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the high- 
est.’ Hosanna is a Greek form of the Hebrew term 
signifying “Save now” or “Succor—help, we pray.” 

The loud acclaims and tramp of many feet brought 
others hurrying into the streets of the city, and they 
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questioned, “Who is this?” And the multitude said, “This 
is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.” 


From a very early date of the Christian era (from 
the tenth century at least, if not from the fifth) the 
Sunday before Easter has been called Palm Sunday. 
The church ordained that boughs of palm trees should 
be carried in procession in imitation of those used at 
the Triumphal Entry of Christ. The palms were con- 
secrated by the priests, and a portion of them were 
(and still are in the Roman Catholic Church) preserved 
to be burned for holy ashes and placed on the foreheads 
of the people on Ash Wednesday in the following year. 


It was the custom in some countries in the early 
days, for a priest to ride in procession on an ass, carry- 
ing the host. Sometimes a wooden ass was used in- 
stead of a real one, and then the figure on its back, 
representing the Saviour, was also of wood. The whole 
was mounted on a platform with wheels and was drawn 
by a rope. The people threw down their palm branches 
before this car, and eagerly picked them up after the 
wheels had passed over them, using them afterwards 
as charms against storm and lightning. In some places 
the priests made little crosses of the palms and these 
were supposed to protect those who obtained them 
against lightning. 

There was a curious local observance in Cornwall, 
England. The people used to take their crosses of palm 
to a Shrine, and when they had paid small fees to the 
priest in charge, they were allowed to drop the palm 
crosses into a well. If it floated, it meant the owner 
lived; if it sank, the owner would die during the year. 
As the cross of palm was light, it generally floated. Ig- 
norant, we call this early superstition. How do you 
celebrate Palm Sunday? Does it have a spiritual mean- 
ing for you? 

Luther said, “When you confess Christ openly and 
in truth, when you sustain the order and honor of His 
Church, and when you consecrate your property, honor 
and life to His service and to the propagation of His 
Gospel, then you, too, ‘spread your garments in His way’ 
and give Him a fitting welcome.” 


The Luther League of America, with its year-around 
program strives to follow in the pathway pointed out 
by Luther. It endeavors to encourage the youth of the 
U. L. C. A. to continually “spread” their garments 
Luther’s way, and not the way of the multitude who 
immediately forgot their words of praise and in a few 
days cried out, “Crucify Him.” Christ points to youth 
and also says, “The Lord hath need of them.” By your 
gift of one dollar or five dollars or more as a Contribut- 
ing, Alumni, Gift, Loyalty or Memorial Membership 
in the Sustaining Membership Fund, you promote the 


Luther Way. 
MILDRED GARTELMANN, Chairman 


Sustaining Membership Fund Committee 
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American Lutheran Mission, 
Zorzor Station, 
Liberia, West Africa 


Dear Rev. Mr. Fife: 

I wish I could write about all the wonders of the 
medical department and the evangelistic work connected 
with it. The best I can do is to touch the highlights. 
There is no doubt that it plays a major part in our 
bringing these people close to the love of our Lord. 
As you will read in the opening lines of the enclosed 
letter, at the hospital one gets rid of two diseases at the 
same time. 

I want to tell you a few things about that letter. 
The person who wrote it was a young woman, a gradu- 
ate of the E. V. Day Girls’ School. For several years 
she was very active in many of the different phases of 
the work here. Her letter was written in pencil and 
was a little difficult to read, so I have copied it and it 
has been copied word for word. I have not changed any 
of it. From it you can get a glimpse of her interest in 
the work. I speak in the past tense for shortly after 
writing her letter she left the mission. I shan’t give 
you the details, but she is now at Firestone and expects 
to marry very shortly. I ask that you ask your people 
to pray for Yifi, that in leaving the mission she may not 
lose her love for Christ and stray from Him. She has 
a “civilized” name but I have signed her native name 
to the letter. She is a fine girl and deserves our prayers. 
Perhaps she and her husband will return to the mission 
and work together in the future. 

I can’t write much without speaking about Miss 
Bacon, our nurse. I believe it is the first time that Zor- 
zor has had a missionary nurse stationed here. It would 
be impossible to tell you all the work she is doing. For 
one thing, she is running that large work all by herself, 
for there is no doctor. She has two to three, mostly two, 
native nurses to help her. These are nurses trained at 
Phoebe Hospital. She could use four to six with the 
work she has. 

I have often seen God’s plans for His children un- 
folded before my eyes and Miss Bacon in charge of the 
Zorzor Hospital is one of His. She was made for Zor- 
zor. There are things and conditions that would drive 
many nurses trained in big, well-equipped American 
hospitals half crazy, if not completely so. Of course, 
Miss Bacon is a Christian first and then a nurse, which 
is her help at all times. I think her biggest trial is in 
the lack of quinine for patients. It cannot be shipped 
from America now and the field supply is so limited 
that it is being guarded like a costly treasure, for it is 
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Native Town, 
Interior, Liberia, Africa 


the means of life for us missionaries. If the supply 
should run out, the missionaries would probably have to 
return to America. There is enough for the mission- 
aries if the war ends before two or three years; but the 
supply for patients wouldn’t last two weeks if it were 
given out as it should. For this reason, she only gives 
it to those who are in great, almost dying, need of it. 
Miss Bacon loves the little native babies and it just 
about breaks her heart to have to refuse many of them 
the quinine they need. I don’t imagine you would find 
a baby in Liberia whose blood would be free from the 
malaria germ; but it does not necessarily mean the child 
is in danger. It does mean that their chances of fight- 
ing other diseases are lowered because malaria does lower 
resistance. It is wonderful the way Miss Bacon faces 
these things and handles them. 

One time when I was helping her at the hospital, 
she had been very busy with a number of patients and 
called on me to help her. She sent me to take care of 
the hot packing of an infected arm. She came down to 
the little mud room to see how things were coming 
along. She suddenly decided the arm should be raised 
more. Instead of sending for a lot of equipment, she 
looked around the room, picked up a piece of zinc ly- 
ing on the floor, folded it and placed it under the boy’s 
mat. You couldn’t have found a better arm rest. But 
the slant of the arm caused the hot water bottle to lie 
on his bare arm, so she looked around again, picked up a 
green orange from the floor and stuck that between bare 
arm and hot water bottle. This is just one of many il- 
lustrations to show how suited she is to the work here 
at an interior station. She doesn’t wring her hands and 
sigh after a lot of shiny equipment described in the 
catalogue on her office desk. 

So far I have been telling you about the practical 
side of her work. It doesn’t end there. Through this 
work she has taught many about Jesus. But she goes 
about with an awareness of their spiritual needs, and 
beautifully carries out what Yifi means when she says, 
“to reach these people, one has to put himself with 
them,” She is so humble, or rather, so much at ease 
and friendly while helping the people, that they are 
“free to talk to her about their lives and how they want 
to come to Christ.” 

When she first arrived she was called into town to 
see an old, old woman. The woman was almost dead, 
her breathing feeble. The country medicine had failed, 
the “zoes” couldn’t do anything more to help, so they 
called the white nurse. The woman had pneumonia. 
When Miss Bacon arrived on the scene the hut was 
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dark and smoky, the woman was lying on a mat close 
to the fire and the house was packed to overflowing 
with friends and relatives who had come to see her die. 
Around the sides of the room were seated the women 
“zoes” (country doctors). They were through with the 
case. The whole town knew that the new nurse had been 
called and as you can imagine, she was watched. It 
wasn’t an easy disease to handle in the first place and on 
top of that the woman was almost dead and the town 
was watching to see if the white woman was any good. 
Her prayers and our prayers carried her through. In 
three days the patient wanted to get up—all of these 
people hate to stay in bed. I’m sure she is still wonder- 
ing how it is she is alive today. After that many women 
started coming to class and made their declarations. 


A short time ago there was another case in town. 
They called Miss Bacon. I am rather vague as to her 
trouble, but it was very serious. Again the “zoes” had 
done all they could to kill her, so called on the white 
nurse. This time she had to use a tube to feed the 
woman. It had to be put into her stomach through the 
woman's nose. You can imagine the sensation that 
caused. This woman, her aunt and her mother were all 
very hard to talk to about the Word. This was espe- 
cially true of the mother. They had been approached 
many times by the missionaries and a sister, who was a 
Christian. The woman lived and a very short time after 
that the mother and aunt made their declarations; and 
as soon as the woman was able to leave the house she 
came and made hers. 

Through Miss Bacon, Mr. Harris, the other nurses, 
patients who are Christians and many other sources, the 
people are hearing about Christ at the hospital and they 
are coming to take Him for their Saviour. Please ask 
th: people at your church to pray for the work, to re- 
member our need for a doctor and for such essential 
drugs as quinine and to remember Yifi. 


Yifi’s Letter 


Holy Comforter Lutheran Church, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 


Dear Friends: 


It is our great joy to preach at the hospital because 
there one can get rid of two diseases at the same time. 

On Sunday I go over to have chapel with the peo- 
ple and throughout the week Mama Lupu or Mr. Harris, 
our evangelist, goes over for chapel, too. It is a great 
surprise for the people to know that there is One who 
is able to save us from every evil. Some of the faces 
‘will tell you how they are coming along. They sit and 
listen very closely to what you have to tell them. Some 
will ask to pray for different ones they have brought or 
to thank God. 

This year there is a great change in the people. Be- 
fore this just a few of our women would come to the 
hospital with their babies for treatment. But since we 
have a “woman doctor” (nurse) this year, on Saturdays, 
mothers come with their babies and those who are ex- 
pecting to be mothers come for treatment. Those who 
have had many children but all died, come to ask what 
they must do for one to even live. Some do not feel 
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good (happy) when the doctor tells them that their 
children are all right and don’t need medicine. Among 
these there is a woman who has had eleven but all died. 
She brought her twelfth child but he also died. Through 
the Word and the care she has had at the hospital she 
is now a Christian. 


Many come through heavy sickness when they see 
the power of medicine and surgery. They see how God 
works through the “white man’s” medicine, through 


faith in Him, and then they too praise God by coming 
to Him. 


To reach these people one has to put himself with 
them. Don’t let them see that you are better than they 
are or you will never reach them. When they see that 
you have an interest in them by going to them in their 
huts, praying with them or saying one or two words to 
them about Christ, then they feel that you are one of 
them and will be free to talk with you about their lives 
and how they want to come to Christ. 


I hope we will always have doctors and nurses 
among my people. 


Yours sincerely, 


YIFI 
xk kk 


APRIL’S ORDER 


Said little Madam Apcil 

To the mighty Weather Man: 
“Td like to have you send me 

As promptly as you can 

A million yards of blue sky, 

A box of gentle showers 

(And please omit the winter frost 
That bites the little flowers). 


“T want a lot of sunshine 

I can spread all around; 

It makes the people happy 

And fixes up the ground 

Where I shall start a million seeds, 
The garden kind, you know; 

And summer-time will bring them up 
The way they ought to go. 


“T've thirty April children 
I'll pay you with this year, 
They're not exactly perfect, 
But much admired, I heat. 
Although they’te temperamental, they 
Are pleasing, as a rule. 
And out of thirty children there 
Is only one to fool.” 
—Anon. 


KK 


EASTER MORN 


Nor yet had tisen the sun 
The garden tomb to light, 
When rose God’s Holy One 
From out the darksome night. 


To friends who sought Him thete, 
The Easter angel said: 

“Your loved one is not here, 

But risen from the dead.” 


Today, ye sons of men, 
Sing out your Easter songs. 
And heaven say, Amen, 


In all her myciad throngs. 
eet nes e —E. A. Repass 
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Lutheran World Action Asst 


What Is Lutheran World Action? 


Lutheran World Action is the name given to the 
united appeal of Lutherans in America to meet the war 
emergency needs. At first separate appeals were made 
for the different needs, but beginning with last year all 
the funds were pooled under this heading and only one 
appeal was made. 


What Were the Results of the 1942 Appeal? 


The 1942 Lutheran World Action appeal was for 
$650,000.00 for which $622,668.20, or a little better than 
95% were received. Members of the Luther League 
should know that the United Lutheran Church’s share 
of last year’s appeal was $467,300 of which it only raised 
$228,579.68, or 49% of its goal. Only two ULCA Synods 
returned their full quota. The Michigan Synod made 
101% of its quota and the Georgia-Alabama Synod re- 
turned 115% of its goal. 


Who Is Cooperating in Lutheran World Action? 


All of the various Lutheran bodies in America, with 
exception of the Missouri Synod, are cooperating in this 
united appeal. The cooperating bodies are: 


United Lutheran Church - Rev. L. Ralph Tabor, Director 
American Lutheran Church - Rev. Harold C. Osterman, Director 
Lutheran Free Church - - - Dr. T. O. Burnvedt, Director 
United Danish Lutheran Church - Dr. N.C. Carlson, ~Director 
Norwegian Lutheran Church - Dr. A. J. Bersaker, Director 
Augustana Lutheran Church - Rev. S. E. Engstrom, Director 
Danish Lutheran Church - - - Rev. Alfred Jansen, Director 
Finnish Suomi Synod - - - Rey. Alvar Rautalahti, Director 


What Are Lutheran World Action Budget Objectives? 
Semaicen Gomunissionmancecia aster $ 500,000.00 


Church Abroad—War Missions . 270,000.00 
Commission on American Missions 150,000.00 
War Enisonenst Reliet se-ece sos oe 15,000.00 
Neiueeer Service eer anaes 10,000.00 
American Bible Society .......:... 5,000.00 
Unforeseen Emergencies .......... 50,000.00 


ORES Pra tad eas BS 5 chiA ERS, cbt $1,000,000.00 


When Is Lutheran World Action? 


Lutheran World Action is a continuous, year around, 
appeal. However, the fourth Sunday after Easter 1s the 
special time when most of the congregations will be pre- 
senting it for 1943. 


How Is Lutheran World Action Organized? 


The National Lutheran Council is the official agency 
which is responsible for the appeal. Dr. Ralph H. Long 
has been named the director and Rey. Alford R. Naus, 
the assistant director. We have mentioned the names of 
the directors for each of the eight Lutheran bodies co- 
operating. Under these men will be directors for each of 
the Synods, Conferences and Districts. Each congrega- 
tion should have in addition to the leadership of the 
pastor, the special leadership of a committee who will do 
the local organizing. The congregations which make the 
best reports are the ones which in the past have had 
an every member visitation. 


Where Should Lutheran World Action Funds Be Sent? 


All funds for Lutheran World Action should be 
given to the congregational benevolence treasurer or sec- 
retary. They should then be sent on to the Synodical 
treasurer with other benevolence, but marked for Luth- 
eran World Action. 


What You Can Do For Lutheran World Action 


1. Get your League behind it and make it a success 

in your congregation. 

Ask your pastor what you can do to help him on 

your local committees. 

3. Acquaint yourself with all the facts and present these 
facts to other groups. 

4. Lutheran World Action needs a minimum of one 
dollar from each member. Remember that the one 
million dollar goal represents the very minimum 
which must be done in 1943, 
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LUTHERAN SERVICE CENTER 
COLUMBUS, GEORGIA 


Corporal Raymond Brake, a Luth- ° 


eran Service man from Waynes- 
boro, Penna., watches his wife play 
Ping Pong while he holds coffee 
cups for her and her opponent. In 
the foreground, Mary Bergman is 
enjoying lunch with Corporal Rudy 
Einwald from Milwaukee. In the 
background, Mrs. Rausch opens an- 
other carton of paper cups for those 
who are still waiting for their lunch. 


They Shall Not Serve Alone 


Lutheran Service Commission 


There are now 440 Lutheran 
Chaplains in the service, many of 
them are overseas. The War De- 
partment is now asking for 176 
more for 1943. The Commission 
now operates 29 Service Centers 
and 23 Parish Centers. There are 
urgent calls from nearly 100 other 
locations asking for Service Centers 
to be established, but your Service 
Commission must hold a deaf ear to 
these urgencies because there is not 
enough money. 


The National Lutheran Council is 
now expending $35,000.00 each 
month for this work. When this 
total of $420,000.00 for the year is 
deducted from the one-half million 
of the 1943 goal it reveals that there 
is only $80,000.00 for expansion. 
To supply the needs of just the new 
chaplains in 1943 will almost use 
all of that amount. Chaplains every- 
where report that Lutheran litera- 
ture for the service men is in a class 
of its own. The Dean of the faculty of the Naval Chap- 
lains reports that our Lutheran literature far surpasses 
that of any other denomination. Chaplains of all denomi- 
nations are looking to our Lutheran Service Commission 
for more literature. 

Last year almost three million pieces of literature 
were distributed. We used 300,000 Service Prayer Books; 
200,000 Army-Navy Service Books; 116,000 periodicals, 
3,000,000 pieces of Service Men’s Stationery. 

To the tens of thousands of Lutheran men and wom- 
en who are serving in all parts of the world The Luth- 
eran World Action Assures They Shall Not Serve Alone. 


Our War Orphaned Missions 


When the lowland countries of Europe were occu- 
pied all funds for mission work were frozen. This meant 
that all the missions which formerly received aid from 
these countries were left destitute. The only source of 
help to prevent these missions from closing their work 
was from the Lutherans in America. For this very 
special war emergency need $270,000.00 of the one mil- 


lion dollar objective has been set aside for this aid. 


Every day brings in more mail revealing the very 
drastic things that these missionaries have to do in order 
to keep on living. Chief of these things which came in 
with the war is the terrible rise in cost of food, a rise 
which makes food costs in America look very cheap. 
From Hunan, China, comes the report that last year rice 
was $36.00 per bushel, but now it is $286.00 per bushel. 
Here is another quote from a recent letter from one of 
our missionaries: “I had to give our workers fifteen cents 
per week increase in pay to help to cover the very high 
cost of food. They are now getting seventy-five cents a 
week. This makes a very big hole in our budget, but we 
have faith that Lutherans in America will not fail us.” 

To these faithful missionaries and mission workers 
The Lutheran World Action Assures That They Shall 
Not Serve Alone. 


Our Commission on American Missions 


This is the latest addition to the many services of 
the National Lutheran Council. All over the United 
States are being erected large defense areas for workers. 
These workers are living in tents, broken-down railroad 
cars, automobiles. America is on the move. Careful 
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Lutheran Service Center, Norfolk, Virginia 


government estimates indicate that more than twenty 
million people have relocated within the last two years. 


This mass movement has created very serious prob- 
lems for the Church and Society. Thousands of these 
people are Lutherans, now without the aid and help in 
spiritual matters. 

The Lutheran Church in America is determined that 
the Church shall follow these workers and give them 
every possible aid in their spiritual lives. If they cannot 
come to their old places of worship, then we shall take 
the ministration of the Church to them. 

This work is new and at this writing it is impos- 
sible to furnish many statistics but to the thousands of 
Lutherans who have been moved into these new_sur- 
roundings Lutheran World Action Assures That They 
Shall Not Serve Alone. 


Our Prisoner Relief and Refugee Work 


Perhaps there is no place where people need the help 
of their Church as they do need it in the many concen- 
tation camps. The knowledge that their Church is still 
cerving them is the only anchor of hope that many of 
them can get. Thousands of these prisoners are the 
Lutheran faith and are looking to Lutherans in America 
as the only place from which they can get help. 

It is a great sense of satisfaction that our Church 
has not failed them. Funds from past appeals to Ameri- 
can Lutherans have made it possible to bring the serv- 
ices of the Lutheran Church into their desolate lives. 


Every day refugees are finding their way into the 
offices of the National Lutheran Council asking for help. 

They are asking for clothing, for some food to hold 
them over for a short time, for information on how to 
get work, or how to find friends whom they know some 
place in America. Many of them can speak only a few 
words of English, all of them nearing nervous exhaus- 
tion. They have suffered untold agonies to get to 
America where they have faith that Lutherans will help 
them to get established and make a living. 

To the thousands of prisoners in concentration camps 
and to the ever-increasing number who are looking to 
America as a place of freedom where they can live and 
support their families Lutheran World Action Assures 
Them That They Shall Not Serve Alone. 


A SOLDIER'S DOG 


By ALICE M. DANIELS 


OF i little story is dedicated to all lovers of 
dogs, especially to those who have known the 
joy of their faithful companionship and who 
understand and appreciate their loyalty and 
splendid intelligence. Just an ugly mongrel, this dog of 
my story. No member of Dogdom’s Four Hundred was 
he; and I doubt that the family tree of his parents was 
even important enough to cast the tiniest of shadows. 


This story was told to me as we were seated on the 
ferry that plies daily between Burlington, Vt., and Port 
Douglas, N. Y., crossing beautiful Lake Champlain. 


With the usual idle curiosity of the summer vaca- 
tionist, I allowed my gaze to wander among the happy, 
bustling crowd. Pert, gaily dressed flappers there were, 
chattering away like magpies; fond parents with their 
tiny kiddies clinging to their hands; sedate matrons; 
men both young and old; in fact, all the hundred and 
one kinds of humanity that is so typical of this great 
country of ours. 

Finally, my attention was drawn to my nearest 
traveling companions. A dignified, elderly couple were 
they, most carefully and expensively groomed; obviously 
people of wealth and refinement. At the gentleman’s 
feet crouched the hero of my story, “Rags,” his heavy 
jaws resting upon his forepaws, so evidently a mongrel 
and such a decided contrast to that very prosperous 
couple did he seem, that I must have stared impolitely. 

The old gentleman returned my glance and as his 
eyes met mine, I knew that my face had betrayed my 
thoughts. ‘I beg your pardon,” he ventured, “I’m afraid 
that my dog hasn’t made the best of impressions, has he?” 


Naturally embarrassed at having my thoughts read 
so easily, I stammered a bit incoherently, that “it was 
hardly the dog that I should have associated with peo- 
ple of their type.” 


“Rags is old and homely, I admit,’ the man con- 
tinued, “but to us he is beyond price.” 


His wife smiled and nodded her head in agreement, 
as she leaned forward and fondled the dog’s ugly head 
with her soft white hand. 


Immediately I sensed a story, and with a little en- 
couragement my traveling companion rewarded me with 
a tale that I have never been able to forget, although 
this happened some years ago. 

“Rags is a soldier’s dog,” the man began. “You see, 
our son Jim went ‘over there’ with those countless other 
American lads to do his share in that horrible male- 
strom of death and destruction that we knew as the 
World War. While billeted in a small town, just behind 
the lines, Jim came upon Rags, then a tiny puppy, try- 
ir.g in vain to find warmth and food by the dead body of 
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his mother. They adopted each other immediately, and 
were constant companions during two years of terror and 
bloodshed. Jim told us later that the feel of that shaggy 
little body and the rough caress were the only bit of 
happiness that he knew during that terrible siege. 


“Later, Jim was invalided home, suffering from 
shell shock and minor wounds and with him came Rags. 
The dog remained with him at the Army and Navy Hos- 
pital, and had much to do, in our opinion, with the 
lad’s return to health and strength. 


“T did have to pull a few wires before they would 
allow the dog to remain,” he chuckled, reminiscently, 
“but remain he did. So, you see, when Jim was released, 
finally, and did come home, we were so overjoyed at 
his return that we accepted Rags sort of necessary evil. 


“T confess that my wife did have to stand a bit of 
good-natured raillery about her ‘thoroughbred’ from our 
friends, and many a greasy bone left its tell-tale mark 
on the rug before the library fire, while the prints of his 
muddy paws upon the stairs and in the hallways were 
a source of great annoyance to the housekeeper.” 


“Are you bored?” he questioned. 


I assured him that I was much interested, and 
begged him to continue; and so he went on. 


“Although our boy was physically well again, shell 
shock had left him in such a way that any loud report or 
sudden noise would leave him speechless, paralyzed, in 
fact, for a few seconds at a time. 


“Rags, with some super instinct, sensed these at- 
tacks, and at these times he would tug sharply at Jim’s 
coat sleeve or trouser leg and never failed to bring 
him back to earth again, and as the attack passed, a pat 
of the boy’s hand on the shaggy head seemed to say that 
all was well, and the two would go on as though nothing 
had happened. One day, as Jim was crossing the square 
with Rags at his heels the shriek of the siren and clatter 
of fire trucks turned the boy to stone, directly in front 
of the oncoming wheels. I have the story of an eye 
witness of what then happened,” continued the narrator. 
“Rags, with more than human intelligence, ran between 
Jim’s legs, upsetting him neatly. With his then power- 
ful jaws, he grabbed his shoulder and pulled him to 
safety, in less time than it takes me to tell you.” 


The eyes of the soldier boy’s mother became a bit 
misty at this point, and in my heart I knew that, being 
a mother, this episode was ever fresh in her memory. 

But to continue. “The boy was stunned and bruised, 
but his life was saved, but Rags still carries the scars of 
his bravery.” He lifted the dog’s front leg, and running 
across the ribs, from front to back leg, was revealed a 
hideous scar that the shaggy coat refused to hide. 
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“Rags almost paid with his life, but we nursed him 
back to life and have made pretty much of a fool of him 
ever since.” 


Just then a tall, serious-faced young man made his 
way toward us, and I knew by the dog’s evident delight 
that it must be the Jim of the story. 


Rags rose to greet his master, and the look that 
passed between them I can find no words fittingly to 
describe. 


As we were then nearing our destination, I thanked 
the kindly story teller, and joined the rest of the party 
at the rail. A few moments later I felt a touch on my 
arm and Jim’s mother addressed me apologetically. “If 
father hasn’t bored you too much, I'd like to have you 
see for yourself how Rags guards his master. The land- 
ing whistle will get Jim,’ she declared, “it always does; 
so if you are really interested, just keep your eyes on 
them.” 


And sure enough, the whistle blew long and loud, 
and the young man became rigid, utterly unconscious of 
the bustle and movement about him. But Rags, ever 
loyal and watchful, had not forgotten. A few sharp 
tugs at his master’s sleeve, and the tense muscles and 
nerves relaxed, the rigid hand became normal and found 
its way to the faithful creature’s head. 


Again that look from those brown dog eyes straight 
into the kind blue ones of his master. Somehow I was 
not a bit ashamed of the tears that seemed to find their 
way into my own or of the lump that rose in my throat. 
I doubt if any other persons than myself had seen this 
drama, but I have never been able to forget “Our 
Dumb Animals.” 
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AFTER EASTER—WHAT? 


What is Easter, anyhow? A sort of climax towards 
which we reach through Epiphany and Lent, measuring 
our strength by the turn-out on the one great festival? 
Are we through with our year’s duty when Easter is 
past? 

It looks as if a great many people thought so, judg- 
ing by the immediate falling off of attendance at Sun- 
day services. The contrary is true. Easter was and is 
the beginning of Christian affairs. It was the beginning 
of the first day of the week as the Lord’s Day; the be- 
ginning of Christian hope; the beginning of the cer- 
tainty of the Revelation of Jesus Christ. So, too, the 
strength from Lent and inspiration from Easter ought 
now to be the beginning of greater faithfulness and labor 
in the Church—not less. The recollection of our last 
Easter should bring to remembrance the first Easter, 
with its tremendous significance in the business of pre- 
paring our souls to rise again as Christ rose from the 
dead. It should be the beginning of renewed faithful- 
ness in all that fits our souls to meet our God. It should 
be the beginning of greater effort to influence careless, 
indifferent, and sinful men and women. It should be the 
beginning of more zeal in setting forth the glory of 
God in our acts of public worship. Easter does not end 
the year—it begins the year.—Exchange. 
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BOY SCOUT PROGRAM 


How a Church-Sponsored Troop Carries Out 
Its Program 


Trinity Lutheran Church, Lawrence, Kansas, through 
its Brotherhood and Luther League program, sponsors 
the Boy Scout and Cub Scout programs. Troop 58 has 
thirty-six members and Cub Pack 58 has fifty members. 
Fifteen adult leaders are giving voluntary time in spon- 
soring and promoting this youth program. 

During the thirty-third anniversary week of scout- 
ing, February 6-12, three events were set up to give 
special recognition to this boys’ youth program, On 
Sunday, February 7, Troop 58 and Cub Pack 58, to- 
gether with the adult leaders, attended the eleven o’clock 
church service. The scouts and cubs entered the sanctu- 
ary, following the procession of the choir. They were 
seated in a reserved section of the church. Here they 
participated in the worship service. The sermon, de- 
livered by the pastor, Rev. Alfred J. Beil, was on the 
subject, “Heroes of the Church.” 


Approximately half of the scout and cub. enroll- 
ments are members of the church. Some of the cubs 
sing in the junior choir, and the scouts serve as candle 
lighters, and flag bearers. 


At a three-o’clock meeting of the Luther League 
service, twelve scouts participated in the program. Fol- 
lowing the presentation of the topic, the Intermediate 
Luther Leaguers, including the scouts, remained for a 
social hour and refreshments. Mrs. Alfred J. Beil served 
as a sponsor of the Intermediate Luther League. 


On Friday evening, February 12, the scouts and 
cubs, together with their parents, assembled in the 
church parsonage for an informal anniversary program. 
One hundred and seventy-five attended. After the pro- | 
gram, an official representative of the Junior County 
Red Cross was called forward, and a gift of $40 was 
presented as the troop and pack’s community “good 
turn.” This $40 was made available by the collection of 
papers on the preceding Saturday. On the third Friday 
evening of March, another parents’ night meeting, the 
scouts and cubs presented a program entitled, “The 
United Nations.” At that time they presented another 
cash offering as a gift to the Junior Red Cross. 
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A brighter dawn is breaking, 
And earth with praise is waking 
For Thou, O king most highest, 
The power of death defest. 


And Thou hast come victorious 
With risen body glorious, 

Who now forever livest, 

And life abundant givest. 


O free the world from blindness 
And fill the world with kindness; 
Give sinners resurrection; 

Bring striving to perfection. 


In sickness give us healing, 
In doubt Thy clear revealing, 
That praise to Thee be given 
In earth as in Thy heaven. 


—Unknown 
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Senior and Young People’s Topics for A\pril 


SENIOR TOPICS:—Theme: “The Steadfast Christ —Victorious”’ 


April 4, 1943 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
IS CHRIST VICTORIOUS IN MY LIFE? 
I Corinthians 15:51-58 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 

In this day when we joyously remember that all the 
brutal forces of Caesar could not stamp out the cause 
for which Jesus lived and died, nor could the cross with 
its tortuous agonies break the magnificent spirit which it 
held in on its grim arms. The very fact that we are here 
as youth in connection with the Church of Christ is evi- 
dence of His living presence in us and that His cause 
survived the crucifixion. No wonder Paul declared that 
“God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name ... and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” 

This victory means that Jesus successfully met the 
crisis periods in His life. He had to choose between a 
course of action which would grant Him immediate suc- 
cess and one which promised only uncertain success in 
the future. 

The Test 

It is a fair question to ask, what is going to happen 
to me if I choose to make Christ first in my life? It is 
easier to die for one’s faith than to live for it. Calvary 
was unspeakably awful, but to remain living as Jesus 
did, in the presence of man’s ingratitude, to go on su- 
premely above the low and selfish interests of the 
world as Jesus did, offered a greater test than Calvary. 
He could carry the sins of the world on the cross be- 
cause He had been untouched by. sin all His dear life. 


To follow Christ for some young person might mean 
the loss of a game or a failure in an examination. A 
Christian cannot afford to cheat. For some girl it might 
mean unpopularity. A Christian can not afford to per- 
mit liberties just to attract young men. Perhaps follow- 
ing Christ will mean the loss of an election, or failure in 
business or self control when one’s whole being cries out 
for vengeance. 


For Stanley Jones, author of “The Christ of the 
Indian Road,” it meant giving up the law for the life 
of a missionary. To quote from his “Christ at the Round 
Table”: “But this deeper experience did not end in it- 
self. It was immediately followed by the conviction that 
the study ot law was to be dropped and that the minis- 
try was to be my life-work. I gladly assented. There 
was no struggle—none for me, but my mother’s first 
exclamation was ‘What! a poor Methodist preacher?’ 
She was willing for me to be converted, but not too far!” 
It not only costs us a price but our friends and loved 
ones share in the sacrifice. It should also be noted in 
fairness to Mrs. Jones, that she later gave whole-hearted 
assent to her son’s Christ-given ambition. 
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Compensations, Too 


To quote from Stanley Jones again: “Life with 
Christ is a beautiful adventure. It doesn’t take much 
of a man to be a Christian, but it takes all there is of 
him. But then, we get all there is of Christ.” Those 
who dare to shout “Hosanna to the Son of David” and 
make their confession the expression of their complete 
inner attachment to Christ, whether Christ means a 
cross or a crown, have found the key to happiness. 


How meaningless life is to so many young folks. 
Is it really worth living, they ask themselves? How 
bored they become with the pursuit of selfish interests. 
J. Philip Stokes, son of a millionaire, turned from society 
to settlement work. “This is the most interesting life 
I have ever lived. It is deep, whole-souled enjoyment 
from beginning to end”. Dana, famous editor of the New 
York Sun, when his wealthy friends expressed pity 
for his hard ‘‘grind’, answered, “You were never more 
mistaken. My work is nothing but fun”. A young 
woman home from a mission field on her first furlough, 
said to sympathizing friends, “I think it is great fun to 
be a missionary.’ Following Christ in the profession 
that offers one the best opportunity for service is real 
abiding happiness. 

Another thing we shall mention as being a sign of 
the victorious life is the fact that life becomes spiritually 
creative. The victorious life organized around love. But 
as love is creative, life now becomes creative. 


Quoting again from Stanley Jones in his book, 
“Victorious Living”: ‘When there is love there is al- 
ways a plus, a margin for somebody else. We have 
enough and to spare. A woman who became one of the 
greatest missionaries of the world, was being taken in 
a sedan chair through the dirty, narrow, crowded streets 
of a Chinese city just after her first arrival. Everything 
in her revolted against the strangeness and the dirt. ‘O 
God, she cried, ‘how can I live among these people 
without love in my heart?’ An immediate answer came 
in the flooding of her heart with what was nothing less 
than divine love. From that moment she forgot the dirt 
and narrow streets and strangeness, she saw only peo- 
ple for whom Christ died. Instead of being driven back 
upon herself love drew her out of herself into an amaz- 
ing creative service for her beloved people. There was 
a plus now.” 

Contrast with some of these testimonies the re- 
mark of another young woman who has cared for an 
invalid mother for some time in a complaining, half- 
hearted way. “My ideal of a happy life is to be al- 
lowed to sleep late in the morning, have breakfast in 
bed, go to the theater as often as I want and have 
chicken salad and ice cream every day for dinner”, 
And some people, multitudes of people, live for little 
more than that, “chicken salad and ice cream”. 
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When young folks follow Christ, they are going to 
have to make all the changes in their life plans neces- 
sary for the centering of their lives in Him. But the 
things that must be given up are not to be compared 
with the joy and happiness of fellowship with Christ 
in service. Let us dare to be followers of Christ, 
whether it means Palm Sunday or Good Friday! Easter 
is bound to come! 


Just as truly as Jesus struck off the bonds of fear 
by His Easter victory, He made available new resources 
in power. Many great teachers have set ideals of right 
living, but Jesus alone offers power for the new life. 
The difference between the Ten Commandments and 
Jesus is the difference between stone and friendship. 
Jesus is here to help us live the new life now. The only 
way his presence can be proved is by trusting it. 

That was a wise old pastor to whom a young wom- 
an came with her doubts. There were the miracles of 
Jesus. There was the crowning wonder of all, the Resur- 
rection. She had lost her faith. The old man did not 
argue with her. Instead, he said: “Do you really want 
to win out over your doubt?” “I’d do anything to have 


the same innocent trust that I had last year.” “Then,” - 


he said, “the cure is easy if you will do just as I say. 
Start out this very afternoon trying to live as though 
Jesus was beside you and every day for the next month 
make that the dominant thought of your life.’ She 
went out seriously to try to live as in Jesus’ presence. In 
less than a month she was back in her pastor’s study, 
face radiant with re-found assurance. Let Easter begin 
in your hearts today. Arise in the strength of Christ 
from your grave of sin. Taste the joys of eternity to- 
day. The new life is yours. 
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April 11, 1943 
Passion Sunday 
CHRIST’S VICTORY IN PETER 
Matthew 16:13-19 
Rev. Arthur Huffman, Knoxville, Tennessee 
The life of Jesus Christ fascinates us. It has stirred 
the hearts and lives of people since He fit His life into 
the ways of humanity and trod the paths of mankind. 
The past two thousand years have been years of wonder 
and amazement over the beauty and perfection of the 
life of Christ. 


Many writings concerning Christ have been so 


cluttered with the opinions and materialistic philoso- 


phies of men that the searcher is often unable to see the 
real person. Even the Church at times had hidden the 
Christ beneath symbols and ceremonies to such an ex- 
tent that the worshipper has failed to see “the fullness 
of the Godhead bodily.” 

We need the complete picture of Christ to know 
and love Him. It is true that the cross, the cries, the 
crown of thorns, etc., must be there. But the glorious 
vision of the Saviour of mankind is the victorious Christ. 
It is this Christ who wins the hearts of men. He is the 
conquering King. We must know the full truth of the 
Victor in order that through Him we, too, may be 
conquerors. 
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Christ’s Victory in the World 

God’s plan of Christ’s presence in the world is 
glorious in its simplicity. He was victorious in His 
manhood. He was born of a woman. He developed as 
any other child of His age and generation did. He met 
the conditions of the times under which He lived. When 
the time came for Him to share His visions of a better 
world He called a small group of men to aid in this 
program. This is exactly what any other leader of those 
times would have done. These men who responded to 
His call were attracted to Him by His personality and 
teachings. 

Christ’s Victory in Peter 

There was a spiritual magnetism in Christ. Peter 
was one of the first to feel it. He accepted without 
hesitation the call to be one of His disciples. His al- 
legiance grew in the association with the Master. 


Peter saw. Peter did not have to be told what 
Christ’s mission was. The secret of His Messiahship 
was bound up in His life and teachings. Peter saw how 
they fit into the needs of life. He felt the peace and 
satisfaction that came with His presence. Christ was 
revealed to Peter and the other disciples just as He 
was to John the Baptist who sent to inquire whether 
Jesus was the Promised One or not. He said, “Go your 
way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; 
how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor 
the gospel is preached.” (Luke 7:22) The power of His 
words and the beauty of His life awakened in Peter 
a staunch faith. 


Peter believed. Peter was so sure of Christ that 
he left all and followed Him. His faith was not as 
clearly defined as it became later. Nevertheless, the 
attractive qualities in the life of Christ and the sound- 
ness of His teachings convinced Peter that this was one 
with whom he must “go even unto death.” When the 
multitudes began to fall away Peter was drawn closer. 
He became very bold for his Master. His assertiveness 
often got him into trouble. But he was not to be swayed 
from his confidence in the love and power of Christ. 

Peter spoke. Tests come to us all at times. Peter 
was no exception. His loyalty and devotion were proven 
on a number of occasions. But none other brought 
Peter to the forefront as when he confessed his faith in 
the divinity of Christ. It looked like the cause which 
he was sponsoring was headed for failure. No more did 
the people flock to hear Jesus as they did when the dis- 
ciples first joined themselves with Him. The question- 
ing Christ was anxious to learn from Peter and the 
rest just what were their convictions of Him. This 
brought from the lips of Peter the time-honored state- 
ment that has been the battle cry of the Christian Church 
down through the ages: “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” All evangelical Christianity rises or 
falls in the faith which Peter confessed. Christ had won 
a victory. Peter had sounded the victorious confession 
that has been to his glory ever since. 


Christ’s Victory in You 
Wonderful accomplishments have been made by 
mankind since Peter walked with his Master in Galilee. 
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Civilization has wrought many advances. Two thousand 
years have made many changes in thought and manner 
of life. But nothing has rightly altered the age-old ques- 
tion to be settled by every living soul, “What think ye 
of Christ, whose Son is He?” 

The Word. We must go to the records of history 
for the accomplishments of men. We must seek the 
records of sacred history, the scriptures, for the revela- 
tion of God and its influence upon humanity. This 
record reveals for us a much fuller account of Christ 
than Peter ever had—an opportunity to learn. The same 
divine life, words and deeds live in their unity in the 
pages of God’s Word. The Holy Spirit through this 
Word can guide you to experience a fellowship that is 
just as convincing and real as it was with Peter. 

The Heart. Jesus stood with Peter by the sea and 
expressed His divine love for all mankind. Today He 
stands at the door of each heart pleading for entrance. 
The same faith that was awakened in Peter stirs such 
as you and me in the same conviction that Christ is the 
Son of the living God. It was this faith that gave Peter 
confidence. It was this faith that made Peter strong. 
It was this faith that made Peter victorious. 

The Victory. “Who is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God.” 
(I John 5:5) You are strong in Christ. It is union with 
Him by faith that triumphs and brings victory. Apart 
from a living faith in Christ no one can look for victory. 


Onward, then ye faithful, 
Join our happy throng, 
Blend with ours your voices, 
In the trtumph-song; 
Glory, laud and honor, 
Unto Christ the King; 

This, through countless ages, 
Men and angels sing. 
Onward Christian soldiers, 
Matching as to wart, 

With the Cross of Jesus 
Going on before. Amen. 
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April 18, 1943 
Palm Sunday 
THE VICTOR’S MARCH 


Matthew 21:1-11 
Rey. Paul J. Renz, Hammond, Indiana 


Outward Signs of Victory 

From the time Jesus steadfastly set His face toward 
Jerusalem until He triumphantly entered the city, it was 
a march of and toward victory. To the disciples it was 
a fool-hardy march to death, which in a sense was true, 
but the March of Victory did not end on the Via Dolor- 
osa of Good Friday. It was the Third Day that was the 
climax of the Victory over sin and death and darkness. 
But the entry into Jerusalem on what we now call Palm 
Sunday was one gleam of light in the dark days that 
closed our Lord’s Ministry. Once in His life, He rode 
into the city in a manner befitting the King He truly 
was. In every detail, Jesus planned the scene as one 
final offer to the people that He was the promised 
Messiah. He deliberately fulfilled the prophecy made 
concerning Him. An.ass was chosen as a symbol of 
peace rather than the horse usually associated with war. 
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The ass also represented the humility of the King, while 
a horse would signify pride and loftiness. The whole 
scene was one of spontaneous and irrepressible enthusi- 
asm. In every heart was gladness and good cheer. The 
spreading of the garments was an extraordinary token 
of respect paid to king and conquerors. The use of the 
palm branches not only symbolized peace but victory. 
(See Revelation 7:9) The cry “Hosanna” is taken from 
Psalm 118:25 where it is addressed to God and means 
“Save us now.’ How it comes to have the meaning of 
“Glory and Honor to the Son of David” is not clear. 
It had probably become a mere exclamation of praise, a 
kind of “holy hurrah”, and the consciousness of its real 
meaning lost. The whole response on the part of the 
crowd imitated the ritual of the Feast of the Taber- 
nacles, the seventh day of that feast was called “Ho- 
sanna Day” and the branches carried by the worshippers 
were eyen called “Hosannas.” However, the real signi- 
ficance of the Victor’s March is lost if we hold to the 
external display only. 


Day of Decision 
Jesus’ fulfillment of prophecy and His giving the 


‘ people ample proof of His Messiahship answered all the 


critics and proclaimed the coming of a King and a King- 
dom. Here He presented Himself as “the Anointed 
One.” In so offering Himself a definite decision was de- 
manded. The day of neutrality had passed. The leaders 
of the people were compelled to make a definite choice 
in regard to their actions toward Him. That choice was 
evidenced by what took place five days later. It was 
also a day of decision for the followers of the Nazarene. 
The enthusiasm that followed the raising of Lazarus to 
life had resulted in a large crowd of followers, no doubt 
many curiosity seekers. Jesus’ bold change of policy 
won Him many for the moment who had left Him. Here 
was their opportunity to acknowledge Him the long 
sought King. But the real significance of the Victor’s 
March and the decision to accept Him was lost in their 
pre-occupation with the externals. They accepted Him 
—at least in this moment of triumph—but it was only as 
an earthly King, not as a King of a kingdom not of 
this world. Again they had been blinded by the earthly 
and lost that which was deeper—the spiritual. 

Palm Sunday is often called in some denominations 
as “Decision Day”. But it is not only important that 
an immediate decision must be made but that the deci- 
sion is to accept Christ’s interpretation of Kingship and 
His Kingdom. Only that decision can enable us to join 
the Victor's March with our Lord Jesus Christ. 


King of Kings and Lord of Lords 

Throughout the Palm Sunday incident Christ’s 
Kingship is demonstrated in every way. He speaks with 
authority regarding the use of the beast of burden. His 
very presence calls forth acclaim and praise from even 
the faint-hearted. He was the King, and He demon- 
strated the Kingdom. Not wealth, force or power were 
to be its strength, but meekness and love. Endurance 
was to wear out persecution, and patient submission was 
to paralyze hostile violence. Evil could only be over- 
come with forgiving love. The Kingdom was to be 
spread by a proclamation of Himself as Kine sanwal= 
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legiance and witness to His Way of Life, the ultimate 
Triumph of the Kingdom of God in the world. His 
was an everlasting Kingdom. Earthly Kingdoms rise 
and fall, but “of the increase of His government and 
peace there shall be no end.” 


The March of Faith 

Palm Sunday pre-figures the entire history of the 
Church on earth. The story of the Christian Church is 
the march of the glorified Christ across continents and 
centuries. He advances on the earth as on the road to 
Jerusalem with the calm majesty of a sovereign; He 
takes rightful possession of things and of men; He 
makes them His instruments and His servants. So the 
Victor’s March included more than “the crowd that went 
before and the crowd that followed after.” Is there not 
also included in that triumphal procession those whom 
He had healed and comforted and saved from sin: 
Lazarus and Bartimeaus, the lepers, the ruler’s daughter, 
Peter’s mother-in-law, from whom He cast out devils, 
the blind to whom He gave sight, the lame who now 
walked, all those who by His message and contact had 
come into the glorious light of the Gospel? Already that 
great host numbers countless millions as the Triumphal 
Procession of Christ’s followers march on. It includes 
those, who like the people of old cast their garments be- 
fore Jesus, now have cast their talents, their money, 
their time, all that they possess, yes have surrendered 
their lives in behalf of His cause. Might we too say: 


“Ride on triumphantly; behold, we lay 
Our lusts and proud wills in Thy way.” 


We, too, are members of that Triumphal March of 
the Faithful. We, too, can be victorious as we stead- 
fastly follow in the footsteps of the Master. May we 
this day again renew, re-dedicate, re-consecrate our- 
selves in humility before the King of Kings, that His 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem may be ours: the tri- 
umph of persistent purpose, of self-dedication—even it 
may mean death, of love over enmity, and finally the 
triumph of grace over sin. May we join the host of the 
redeemed in that final triumph in singing: “Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and 
blessing.” 
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April 25, 1943 
Easter Sunday 
CHRIST VICTORIOUS OVER DEATH 


Matthew 28:1-10 
Rey. Clarence F. Crouser, B.D., Sacramento, California 


The Christian religion has lived through the hard- 
ships, the persecutions, the indifference, of the past 
twenty centuries because it has within it the Spirit of a 
living Lord. Had our faith been based upon our belief 
that Jesus had lived, had taught a more perfect way of 
living, and had died to be with us no more, it is very 
doubtful that many would have accepted His manner of 
living. 

The challenging fact of the entire Christian message 
is to be found in our Scripture Lesson for today. There 
it may be found, concisely stated, and in such simple 
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language that any child can grasp it. Yet, all too often, 
we overlook it, ignore it, or perhaps wilfully neglect it. 
Let us consider the message as the angels gave it to 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary on that first Easter 
morning. 

“Fear Not Ye” 

The disciples of Jesus were fearful. They had for- 
saken all and had followed Him believing that He would 
establish His Kingdom and in some manner overthrow 
the rule of the Roman Empire. They had looked upon 
Him as the Messiah, the Promised One, but their under- 
standing of the Promise was entirely earthly rather than 
in the Spiritual sense. But, this One in Whom they had 
trusted had been seized by the servants of the High 
Priest assisted by the Roman guards; He had been tried 
before the ecclesiastical courts; turned over to the Roman 
Governor; sent to the puppet King of the Jews; re- 
turned to the Court of Pilate; condemned to death and 
executed as a criminal upon the Cross. Now that He 
was gone, the Twelve had every reason to be fearful. 
What would the future hold for them? Would they be 
sought out as His followers? Would they, too, be con- 
demned to death? Would they be sent to the Galleys 
as slaves? What would be their fate at the hands of the 
Romans? Or, worse yet, what would be their fate at the 
hands of their fellow Jews? Would the race that had 
failed to receive Jesus hold that enmity against those 
who had accepted Him? There was every reason to be- 
lieve that such would be the case. No wonder, then, that 
the Disciples were hidden in an upper room, with the 
door locked! They feared their fellow Jews as much as 
they did the Romans. The angels’ message was appro- 
priate. “Fear not ye” were the words which fell like 
a blessing upon the frightened ears of a stunned group. 


“Come, See” 

The Christian message is one that can stand in- 
vestigating. We, of the Church, have no need to fear that 
those who demand proof of the truth of our message 
will find evidence of trickery and fraud upon closer ex- 
amination. No, Christ invites us to come and see. To 
Thomas He stretched forth His hands and said, “Reach 
forth thy finger and place it in the print of the nail; 
stretch forth thy hand and thrust it in the wound in 
my side.” No desire to deny the right to investigate is 
evidenced by that simple statement. Just so it was with 
the angels’ message to the two Marys. “Come and see.” 
When Thomas accepted Jesus’ invitation, he proved to 
all that Jesus is willing to be put to the test; but he 
merited the rebuke, “Because thou hast seen me, thou 
hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and 
yet have believed.” Nevertheless, Jesus still extends the 
invitation to come and see. 


“Go Quickly and Tell” 

We are confronted with the remainder of the mes- 
sage of the angels. The message of peace to the fear- 
ful hearts, the message of assurance to the doubting 
souls, these both had been delivered to the faithful 
women. Now, they were charged with the delivery of 
the message to their fellow-believers. “Go quickly and 
tell” was the parting injunction of the angels. The peace- 
giving message which was entrusted to the women, the 
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assurance which actual experience had given them must 
be imparted to others who needed just such comfort 
and assurance. 


The World Today Needs This Message 

All about us today we find fainting hearts. Wars 
and rumors of wars, starvation in huge territories of the 
world, unrest due to the uncertainty of it all. “No news 
for months”; “Missing in action’; “What is coming 
next?” These are a sample of the questions which may 
be heard on every hand. To the frightened of the pre- 
sent generation, the message of Easter is the same. 
“Fear not ye.” Luther had cause to fear for his life, 
yet he took God at His word. “God is our Refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will 
not we fear.” To the fearful of heart, God still speaks 
the comforting words, “Peace, be not afraid.” 

God, through Christ, is still inviting the sin-sick soul, 
the troubled soul, to come and reason with Him. “Come 
now,” saith the Lord, “let us reason together. Though 
thy sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as wool.” 
The word “Come” is used over 700 times in the Bible. 
It rings out like the peal of a bell in a tower. “Oh, come, 
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come, come, come, come.” A little boy was once asked 
to give from memory the verse Revelation 22:17 Sand 
the Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come,! and let him that 
heareth say, ‘Come’. And let him that is athirst come.”” 
He started out correctly enough, but became tangled 
with the wording, so finally he turned to the teacher and 
said, “Miss Jones, I can’t remember how it goes, but 
anyway, they all said ‘Come’.” His wording was faulty, 
but his practical Christianity was sound. 


To us of today, the Christian message is still in- 
complete until we learn to say, “Come.” Nor need we 
fear that the world will scoff at our message. The world 
is seeking for something to allay its fears. We have that 
“Something!” We have a message that can be proved, 
that has been proved, and that message is simply this: 


“Christ, the Lord, is risen today, Alleluia” 


Are we following the command of the angels when 
they said, “Go quickly and tell’? How many have you 
told the story of Jesus and His love since last Sunday? 
Since last month? Since last Easter? Since you were 
confirmed? How many have you ever told? 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S TOPICS FOR APRIL ~ 
THEME FOR THE MONTH: “The Glory of a Christian’s Life” 


April 4, 1943 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
THE GLORY OF A CHRISTIAN’S LIFE— 
A LIFE OF PRAISE 


Acts 2 :44-47 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The word praise comes from the Latin word 
pretium, meaning “price” or “value” and may be defined 
generally as an ascription of value or worth. Praise may 
be bestowed upon unworthy objects or from improper 
motives, but true praise consists in a sincere acknowledg- 
ment of a real conviction of worth. 

Man may be the object of praise and may receive 
it either from God or from his fellow-men. In the praise 
that God bestows upon man it is inevitably just, as rest- 
ing on a divine estimate or worth, in the bestowal of the 
praise of man on his fellow-men its value depends upon 
the grounds and motives that be behind it. Paul asso- 
ciates praise with virtue as an aid and incentive to holy 
living on which the mind should dwell. 


Praise Should Be Expressed 

1. Praise to our Heavenly Father—Tell Him so. 
“Gratitude is the rent which we owe to God for His 
goodness.” 

A Talmud legend tells us that David’s harp hung 
over his bed so that when the midnight north wind blew 
upon it, it awakened him. “And he arose and occupied 
himself with the law until the pillars of the dawn arose.” 
So may His loving kindness and tender mercy move 
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upon our hearts that we may be constrained to praise 
Him. It is well to enumerate our blessings again and 
again; “Countless mercies, such a boundless store.” The 
measure is more than full, pressed down, shaken together 
and running over. We can praise Him for our faculties, 
our senses, for health, parents and loved ones, for home, 
church and friends. We should be filled with gratitude 
for Himself, His Word, His providence, His Holy Spirit, 
and the hope laid up for His own. Praise belongeth to 
the Lord for the very desire to praise, for the spirit of 
praise emanates alone from the Divine source. 

“Tell Him so.” <A little Scotch lad was walking 
with his father over a dusty road. The day was warm 
and the travelers were thirsty. Great was their delight 
to find a little roadside spring. The boy sprang eagerly 
forward for a refreshing drink, but the man, raising the 
broad Scottish bonnet from his head, paused a moment 
and his lips moved in prayer as he quietly gave thanks 
to God before stooping to drink. He had thought of the 
Giver before enjoying the gift. This little act of devotion 
was never forgotten by the boy. Let us-not fail to ex- 
press our gratitude for the apparently little things. 


2. Deeds of Kindness. Helping the weaker asso- 
ciate, carrying his burdens, giving to him as God has 
prospered us, these are some of the ways in which to 
express our praise to God in our Christian life. The re- 
sult in our own life will be manifested—happiness will 
overflow, faith and spiritual strength will increase. It 
will become a tonic for our whole spiritual self. An old 
Jewish tradition tells that there are two classes of angels 
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—those who go out to do God’s bidding and those who 
abide in His presence continually praising Him. After 
performing faithful service as directed by the Lord in 
the first class, they are promoted to the second class as 
a reward for faithfulness. But we, as those who have 
been redeemed, can go about on errands of mercy as well 
as abide in His presence praising Him from a full heart. 

3. Testimony to Others. “Go home to thy friends 
and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee, and hath had compassion on thee.” (Mark 5:19) 
This man did as he was told. The wonderful miracles 
wrought upon him would not permit him to remain 
silent. How can we refrain from telling of God’s match- 
less goodness when He has done so much for us? 

An Austrailan gold miner had reached the last of 
his strength, patience and resources. There was noth- 
ing left for him to do but to retrace his steps to the 
nearest port before his food supplies were entirely ex- 
hausted. Too weak to carry his tools he threw them 
down and staggered the long way back to camp. The 
next morning after much sleep and little food he returned 
for his tools. The way seemed endless, but by and by 
he saw ahead his barrow and pick as he had thrown 
them aside. Wearily dragging on he caught his foot on 
a stone almost hidden in the sand and fell prostrated to 
the ground. The last straw—added to his ill luck and 
despondency was the painful and irritating sensation of 
almost breaking his toe on seemingly the only stone in 
the vicinity. For a few moments he lay still, cursing 
God, a desire within him to die. His anger against the 
adverse circumstances in general, and against the offend- 
ing stone in particular, increased. He sprang up with a 
wild desire to beat the stone into powder. But he found 
it too massive to pull up and hurl from him. He seized 
his pick and swung it vigorously at the stone. Atoms 
of rock leaped upward. But what is that peculiar glint 
his eye catches? He examined it more closely. Yes— 
gold—the precious metal for which he had been vainly 
laboring. Carefully he dug it up, transported it to the 
seacoast and sold it for eight thousand dollars. Later, 
in relating the story to a sympathetic friend, not hiding 
his cursing and foolish display of temper, he asked, 
“Now, ma’am, I ask you did I deserve this nugget of gold?” 

Instead of murmurings and complaints why not 
praise His matchless goodness to others and in so do- 
ing help ourselves to get a vision of God’s goodness. 


Prayer and Praise 

Prayer is one of our sublime privileges as the chil- 
dren of God. There are rich promises concerning our 
spiritual and material needs, and it is proper that we 
claim them for our own. God does give ear to our peti- 
tions when we ask aright. But we should not forget 
to praise Him when we lift our voices in prayer. We 
may well study the Psalms as model prayers. How 
filled with praise they are! The same element is every- 
where in the New Testament. When Paul wrote to 
churches where he had labored to give instruction and 
counsel and encouragement, again and again he broke 
out in prayers of praise. That spirit had become part 
of his nature. Christ had saved him and henceforth he 
lived to sing the Redeemer’s praise! For example, note 
his words as he began the Epistle to the Ephesians: 
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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with every spiritual bless- 
ing in the heavenly places in Christ!” 

The climax of prayer is praise. Our prayers should 
help us to raise ourselves more and more above our- 
selves until at last we pray God only for His will in 
our life. The holiest spirits have always closed the story 
of their life of prayer by praying this only: “Thy will 
be done,” 

Pray happily—Happiness is an evidence of peace 
with God and union with Him, and it is such alone that 
He can give prayer answers. 

Pray trustingly—The more we pray, the more we 
shall trust, for we shall have increasing experience of 
answered prayer. 

Pray in secret—Private prayer is the foundation of 
Christian living. 

Pray in faith—If we would pray, God must be as 
real to us as any earthly being, and His love must be 
as real as He is. 

Pray as the Spirit teaches—“Prayer is the work of 
the Holy Spirit, but He works by means. Let not our 
prayers and praises be the flashes of a hot and hasty 
brain, but the steady burning of a well kindled fire.” 

—Spurgeon 
Hymns and Praise 

Praise, consisting of hymns composed by one or 
another of the members of the early Church, led these 
early Christians live their lives to the glory of Christ. 

The hymns of the Common Service Book represent 
the “Holy Church throughout the world.” Every land 
and people have brought their offerings of praise and 
thanksgiving. We should cultivate a love for better 
music and seek to know more of the hymns in our 
service book. The character and quality of our church 
music have their effects on our religious and moral life. 
The Lord deserves the best that we are able to offer 
Him in our worship. Let us drink of the great life-giv- 
ing streams that God has made available for us—scrip- 
ture, prayer, friendship, trust, so that we may enjoy the 
blessings of life, and so that we may enter into the full- 
ness of the life of Christ. 


Praise Christ in Life 
The whole matter is summed up in this: Our lives 
should be constant hymns of praise. We are not true if 
we praise God in church and show a mean spirit in our 
daily contacts. We should go about with a smile upon 
our faces and a cheerful word on our lips. If Christ 
reigns within us, our hearts should be glad. Trials and 
burdens are sure to come along the way of life, but He 
has promised peace and joy and comfort. His grace is 
sufficient. We should live to show His spirit! 
Kus ke 
April 11, 1943 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
THE GLORY OF A CHRISTIAN’S LIFE— 
A LIFE OF SACRIFICE 
Philippians 3:7-11 
Rey. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
So many times we get the conception that the Chris- 
tian religion invariably calls for extreme and headlong 
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self-sacrifice and the denial of every instinct of self- 
realization. But there is really a concern for our own 
best interests which is really a duty. 

Jesus told us to love our neighbors as ourselves, not 
more than ourselves. In many a parable and many a 
saying He dared to appeal to a higher self-interest. Ac- 
cording to an American business expert, “Jesus never 
preached unselfishness or talked sacrifice as such, but 
only urged His hearers to look through to the end, see 
what the final result would be, and do what would be 
best for them in the long run. 

Jesus urged His followers to consider the spiritual 
things rather than the material, and eternal things rather 
than the temporal; but not in the spirit of sacrifice. 

The only sacrifice which Jesus ever asked His peo- 
ple was the same sacrifice which the farmer makes when 
he throws his seed into the soil. 


A Proper Selfishness 

There is a legitimate self-regard which is actually 
the duty of all of us to consider. It is no mere anxiety 
to save one’s skin, to live a few more years on this earth, 
or to squeeze into heaven. It is rather a determination 
to realize our own highest good in life. It is our reli- 
gious duty to be the best it is in us to become. Philips 
Brooks, preaching on the symmetry of life, asserted the 
existence of “a lofty selfishness, a high care for our own 
culture, which is a duty and-not a fault.” 


_ Now What? 

There you have a fairly clear conception concerning 
this matter of sacrifice. What do you think? Does sacri- 
fice help us to attain a better Christian life? Why must 
there be sacrifice? Why do we draw back from making 
sacrifices? What is the motive which makes sacrifice 
inevitable and natural? 


Jesus’ Way Between The Extremes 

The question that arises in our minds since we have 
discussed the two phases of sacrifice is: Is Christianity 
self-restraint or self-realization? What do we find in the 
Jesus’ way? “If any man would come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” 
“If any man cometh unto me, and hateth not his own 
father, and mother, and wife and children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my 
disciple.” “If thou wouldest be perfect, go, sell that 
which thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven: Come, follow me.’ There are 
many such sayings of Jesus which enforce the sacrificial 
side of Christianity. It does involve self-denial, and that 
self-denial may lead to a very cross. 

Yet Jesus never accepted sacrifice for its own sake, 
or urged it for its own sake upon His followers. 

He was not an ascetic. He was not like John the 
Baptist, stern visaged, withdrawn from the world, ex- 
tremely abstemious in manner of living. He did not fast 
by rule, nor impose on Himself or His followers other 
numerous regulations and restrictions. People were 
shocked that He was so different from John. 

As Dean Farrar has said, “He came not to still 
the natural music of men’s lives.” He attended many a 
feast and was welcome at a wedding. He came, He 
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said, that men might have life, and have it more abund- 
antly. 

Taking His sternest words in most literal earnest, 
some Christians have become “deserters from life,” have 
withdrawn to desert cells, perched themselves on col- 
umns, renounced the world altogether. Yet Jesus prayed 
not that His followers should be taken out of the world 
but that they should be kept in the world. This was 
doubtless both for their own sakes and for the sake of 
the world. 

Hugh Black has written a book called “Culture and 
Restraint,” in which he contrasts the ideals of self-real- 
ization and of self-sacrifice. The ideal of self-realization 
rests, he says, on an optimistic view of man, which be- 
lieves that all we need is the harmonious and joyous de- 
velopment of all the powers existing in him; the ideal 
of restraint and sacrifice, on the other hand, rests on a 
pessimistic view of humanity, which has little faith in 
the natural powers of man, but is determined by heroic 
measures to eradicate the evil that it recognizes in him. 
Dr. Black finally concludes that we can accept what 
each of these opposite views asserts, without accepting 
what either of them denies. There is place in Christian 
living for the love of the beautiful and the joy of liv- 
ing, and there is place in it also for moral discipline and 
heroic self-denial. But we need not believe with one ex- 
treme that man’s sin is not serious, nor with the other 
extreme that the natural joys of life are sinful in them- 
selves by any means. 


Worth Illustrations of Sacrifice 

A Nurse.—Florence Nightingale was one of the great 
souls of the last century. Reared in affluent surround- 
ings, with natural affections and the chance to estab- 
lish herself well in society, she answered the high call 
to sacrificial service. She entered the filth of a soldier 
camp during the Crimean War and reduced the hospital 
mortality from forty-two to two per cent. As many as 
ten thousand wounded men were in her charge, and she 
stood on her feet for twenty hours at a time, refusing 
to seek rest until the utmost had been done for the 
health and comfort of wounded soldiers. Her life was 
large and beautiful in its denial of self. 


A Soldier—Robert E. Lee was one of the finest 
men our country has yet produced. In internal con- 
flict he found himself on the side of the vanquished. 
Following the war, he quietly associated himself with 
a small, struggling Southern college and wore out in 
its service. A recent biographer closes a great four- 
volume work with the statement that perhaps his life 
is best epitomized in this word of Jesus, “If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me.” 

A Missionary—Modern missions has had many 
worthy exponents. Great among the greatest was David 
Livingstone. He opened up the Dark Continent; he 
gave all that he had for African emancipation. How he 
endured the great journeys, footsore beyond expression, 
laid low by fever after fever, only God knows. ie isl 
Jowett, the great preacher, has left on record that when 
he attended the coronation of King George V in West- 
minster Abbey, amidst all of the pomp of the occasion 
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and within walls that shelter the remains of Britain’s 
great of the centuries, his mind left the “splendor about 
him and traveled to that quiet spot where lie the ashes 
of David Livingstone.” 
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April 18, 1943 
Palm Sunday 
CHRIST’S DEATH 


Galatians 6:14 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Our Lord uttered many words that seemed like 
paradoxes to His hearers, but none perhaps that puzzled 
them more than when He told them that a man shall 
keep his life by losing it, that he lives by dying. Such 
a word can be understood only in the light of His own 
Cross; and it is into the presence of that cross that we 
are brought in the presentation of our topic. 


The Forces That Caused the Death of Jesus 

Jesus was the friend of average people. “The com- 
mon people heard Him gladly.” They recognized His 
goodness. But all the while Jesus stirred up envy and 
jealousy and hatred among many of the religious leaders 
of the Jews. These people were possessed with spiritual 
pride—pride at its worst. They were narrow, legalistic 
and bigoted. The law of God become something cold and 
harsh and hard to bear as interpreted by them. Jesus 
pointed out their pride and selfishness. He frankly 
called them hypocrites. He censured them for their 
hardness of heart. As a result they turned against Him. 
They hounded His footsteps. Their efforts gained re- 
sults, as Jesus predicted they would. Greed, hate, jeal- 
ousy were among forces that led to the death of Jesus. 

The Cross His Crown 

Jesus could have escaped the cross. He declared that 
legions of angels awaited His call. He said, “I lay down 
my life, that I may take it again. No one taketh it 
from me, but I lay it down of myself, I have power to 
lay it down and I have power to take it again.” Evil 
men brought to pass His death, but they could not 
keep Him in the tomb. The Christian religion is built 
around the cross. We preach about it, we sing about he 
we pray about it. It is enshrined in our consciousness. 
The cross brought Jesus His crown. 

Expedient for Christ to Die 

It was expedient that Christ should die. That is the 
degree of man’s sin, but also the “red thread” of God’s 
love running through all ages. The prophet said that He 


“was “wounded for our transgression” that “by His 


stripes we might be healed.” Christ knew from the 
beginning that His was the way of suffering. ‘The cross 
cast a shadow even on His childhood. Did not Simeon 
recognize the sword that should pierce even Mary’s 
heart? Think of the persecution of Bethlehem’s chil- 
dren and the flight into Egypt! The first day of Christ’s 
earthly ministry was characterized by John the Baptist, 
testifying and saying, “Behold, the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the sin of the world.” That Christ should 
die for the people! To gather into one flock the chil- 
dren of God, high on the brow of Calvary the cross was 
raised. Seen from all over the world, it has become the 
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lighthouse beacon that stands at the entrance to the quiet 
harbor, a light for those riding the angry waves of life. 
No dimout or blackout can hinder this light from shin- 
ing in the hearts of men through the means of grace 
and lead them into the eternal kingdom of Our Lord. 


Life Through Death 

We have to die to live. That is the central law of 
life. We cannot save ourselves and at the same time 
make anything worthy of our life, or be in any true 
sense an honor to God and a blessing to the world. Our 
Saviour’s example of sacrifice will ever present a chal- 
lenge to us, His followers. “If any man serve Me, let 
him follow Me and where I am, there shall also my sery- 
ant be.’ As Jesus lived and died for others so we are 
bidden to die unto self that we might live unto God. 


When We Meet Death 

Probably one of the situations which test us. most 
is that of facing death when it comes to our friends or 
relatives. There is always the sorrow of parting with 
those we love. When death comes we have to pick up 
our lives and go on without the companionship of those 
who have meant much to us. 

Whatever the particular situation we have to face 
there is one sense in which we can do nothing about it. 
Death has come, we can do nothing to alter that. The 
important element in such an instance is how we meet it. 

(a) There are those who lose their faith. They 
say that God cannot be kind and loving or He would 
not let such a thing happen to them. 

(b) There are those who feel sorry for themselves 
and let themselves become bitter about their changed 
circumstances. 

Now in the light of these two circumstances what is 
a good attitude to take in meeting the problems that 
come with death? 

Compare the attitude of the disciples after the death 
of Christ with some of our attitudes in the face of 
death. 

1. We should remember that life has not signaled 
out any one person for sadness and hardship. Problems 
of grief and sadness often provide the situations out of 
which we grow stronger if we will use them for that 
purpose. 

2. Abandon the thoughts of self-pity. 

3. One should face life as it is and build his dreams 
out of possibilities within reach instead of dwelling on 
life as he wishes it were. 


kk 


April 25, 1943 
Easter 
CHRIST’S RESURRECTION 
II Corinthians 4:7-18 
Rev. Ralph W. Lind, Altoona, Pa. 
No Cross—No Easter 

Paul glorified in the cross because of what the death 
of Christ meant. The cross itself was so much wood 
that would have made either good lumber or so much 
fire wood. The cross was a term Paul used in his 
oriental way to indicate all that was involved in the death 
of Christ. The cross itself was nothing. The Christ who 
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died on it was everything. So often when we use the 
term “cross” we have a hazy idea of its meaning. But 
to Paul its meaning was so rich that he gloried—was 
inspired, was spiritually thrilled. Through the cross the 
“Master” became the “Saviour”. Before the cross Jesus 
was spoken of as a master or teacher. After the cross 
the disciples largely dropped the term of “Master” and 
used the words “Saviour”, and “Lord”. The cross with 
its meaning changed their whole viewpoint of Christ. 
The full meaning of the cross came to light through the 
resurrection. The cross and resurrection go together. 
Each must have its emphasis because each has a mean- 
ing. They are both parts of a continuous story. But had 
there been no cross, there would have been no Easter. 


Resurrection and Cross Inseparable 

The meaning of the cross in prophecy. Man sinned. 
He became bad. God’s problem was to find a remedy for 
sin and make man good again. God first provided for- 
giveness through the sin-offering. This was a method 
of sacrificing animals that had to be continually re- 
peated. God had planned to replace these sin offerings 
by one sin offering that would be a sufficient sacrifice 
for sin once and for all. 


Isaiah 53:10 indicates that the sacrifice would be the 
soul of the Messiah—‘‘Thou shalt make his soul an offer- 
ing for sin,’ and “because he hath poured out his soul 
unto death,” Isaiah 53:12. This sin offering of the Mes- 
siah’s soul was because “the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all,” Isaiah 53:6. The meaning of the cross 
—the death of Christ— in prophecy was that the sins 
of the world were answered for by the sacrifice and 
suffering of His soul. The soul of Christ was Diety. 
John 1:14, “The Word (God) became flesh and dwelt 
among us.” Therefore, Diety bore our sins. Christ was 
God showing Himself to the world through a human 
form of flesh. 

The sacrifice of Christ was the sacrifice of God. 
God bore our sins in Christ. God couldn’t be better than 
that. The meaning of the cross in prophecy was that 
the Messiah, the divine one, would bear man’s sins by 
the sacrifice, the suffering of His soul. A divine sacrifice 
would be the sin offering to replace the sin offering of 


animals. This Messiah who was to bear the iniquities of . 


men is indicated in Isaiah to be Diety, “The mighty 
God” (Isaiah 9:6). The sacrifice of the cross was the 
sacrifice of Diety. This staggering fact was realized by 
Paul and made him glory in the cross. 


The Meaning of the Cross to Christ Himself 

The construction that Christ put upon His own 
death was that it was to bring the forgiveness of sin. 
At the institution of the Lord’s Supper He interpreted 
the meaning of the cross, “This is My blood of the New 
Testament which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins” (Matthew 26:28). After the resurrection He again 
gives the meaning of the cross as He couples it with the 
fact of the resurrection, “It behooved Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third day; and that repent- 
ance and remission of sins should be preached in His 
name among all nations” (Luke 24:46, 47). The meaning 
of the cross gives meaning to the resurrection. They 
are inseparable. No cross—no Easter, 
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The Meaning of the Resurrection 

Christ died for our sins. Christ arose to administer 
the forgiveness He made possible through His sacrificial 
death. The Christ who died became alive again. He is 
living this very minute. He lives to not only administer 
His forgiveness, but to relieve and reproduce His life 
in the person whom He forgives. The forgiven person is 
to be indwelt by his living Lord and Redeemer. Paul 
indicates this fact by such expressions as “Christ in 
you.” This is a mystery as to how the resurrected and 
present living Christ lives in His people. Paul ex- 
pressed it, “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” 
(Galatians 2:20). And He calls it a glorious mystery in 
Colossians 1:27, “the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” 
He also says that this takes place through faith, “that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith”, (Ephesians 
3:17. If you trust Christ as your Saviour, dare by faith 
to believe and reckon that Christ dwells in you simply 
on the basis that Christ Himself says that this is the 
fact even though you don’t understand how He can do 
it. Reckon He is within you. Cultivate living in the 
consciousness of this fact as Paul did. “Christ liveth in 
me.” Say it over often to yourself, “Christ liveth in me.” 
You will find a new fellowship with Christ, a new near- 
ness to Him. It will be easier to trust Him. You will 
find an awakened and transformed mind within you—new 
strength, new victories. You are not kidding yourself. 
You can say Christ lives in you because He says so. 
Here are a few of the ways in which He stated this 
fact, “I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you” 
(John 14:20); “I in them” (John 17:23). This indwell- 
ing of Christ is possible to all, “Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock; if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come into him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me” (Revelation 3:20). The apostle John states 
that He is indwelling those who are obedient, “And he 
that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in Him, and 
He in him.” Paul states the same glorious truth in our 
scripture lesson for today that bearing persecution in a 
Christlike manner indicates that He is dwelling in the 
persecuted one, “that the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in our mortal flesh.” (II Corinthians 4:11) 


Easter’s Meaning for Today 

Easter means a living Saviour; an indwelling Saviour 
who not only forgives your sins, but who reproduces 
His life in you. You become Christlike. He died to 
atone for your sins. He lives to enable you to be a new 
creature, a new man. He saves your soul in forgive- 
ness. He saves your life by enabling you to live holy. 
You trust Him completely to forgive you. Trust Him 
completely to keep you out of sin and produce His good- 
ness in you. A holy life is as much of Christ as forgive- 
ness is of Christ. He is everything to you. What a 
glorious present day indwelling Saviour is the resur- 
rected Christ of Easter morning! He lives to save you 
to a new life. Surrender your whole being to Him to 
control the whole of your life. He will fill you with 
Himself in proportion as you empty out your selfish- 
ness, and in that proportion will the world see something 


of Christ in you—the Christ of Easter day—the same 
Christ of today. 
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CANADA 
In War Service 


The War Services Committee would be glad to hear from and 
about any of the men and women of the League who are in the 
service, and will publish news of interest from time to time in 
these pages. Some interesting stories and some sad news has come 
in from various sources. From a newspaper clipping it is learned 
that Sergeant Bruce Nickel, Stratford, is “missing, believed dead.” 
His plane crashed in action over France. Two brothers, Harry and 
Douglas, are also members of the Royal Canadian Air Force. Many 
acknowledgments have come in in thanks for the “Canadian Lutheran 
Youth in War Service” stationery sent out at Christmas—but one 
packet came back marked ‘‘Died in war service.’ It was addressed 
to S. J. Peppler of St. Paul’s Luther League, Listowel, who was 
serving in the Navy. 

The changes in addresses frequently tell their own stories of 
promotions from the ranks to ‘‘non-coms’’; of commissions granted; 
of progress in training ‘as the young people are moved from one 
camp to another. Even those who are not Leaguers or even Luth- 
erans have connections, as evidenced by the following incident: 
Verna Rudolph’s sister was writing to her husband and asked Verna 
to let her have a large envelope. Verna gave her a Luther League 
envelope, and when he received the letter at camp the soldier who 
delivered it to him asked: “Are you a Luther Leaguer, too?” 

We have a few names of girls in the services, including some 
air-women and Arleeta King of Brantford, who is a staff nurse at 
a hospital in South Africa. With fliers and soldiers in Africa and 
India~the Luther League in War Service is beginning to girdle the 
globe—H. E. V. D. 

fo ere oo 


COOKIE 


One of the most popular, and probably the hardest working, 
persons at the Lutheran Summer Camp in the past few years was 
Mrs. M. Allen, the camp cook. The campers affectionately dubbed 
her ‘Cookie’, and time and again applauded her ability to satisfy 
their inner wants completely. Last year Cookie’s health was poor 
and she could not do the work. But she loved the Glen and the 
Camp so much that she came down as a guest for two weeks in 
August. But she will come no more . . either as cook ... or 
as guest . . . for Cookie left this world of suffering early in 
January—and is now in eternal rest... 

Though not raised as a Lutheran, Cookie often said, ‘The 
Lutherans are the grandest bunch of people I ever met.” At her 
request Rev. W. A. Mehlenbacher and Rev. Norman Berner con- 
ducted the funeral service in Hamilton. Present also at the serv- 
ice, representing the Boys’ and Girls’ Camps were Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernie Berner, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hall and Mrs. Norman Berner. 


—N. A. B. 
Seen eas 


Thanks to our district publicity secretaries and the local re- 
porters the news continues to come in. Here’s what “they say”’ 
about recent doings here and there over the League territory: 

“Ayton Leaguers held a mission service in the church on the 
last Sunday in January .. . Delton Glebe was guest speaker .. 
‘A leather-bound Common Service Book donated by the Leaguers 
was dedicated on this occasion . . . The choir and Neustadt Leaguers 
as guests were invited to the parsonage after the service for re- 
freshments.”—Pearl Foerster. 

Trinity, New Hamburg, has a Senior group, and a newspaper 
clipping that came this way says that the following officers were 
elected: “Honorary President, Rev. H. R. Mosig; President, Frieda 
Mosig; Vice-President, Gertrude Mosig ; Secretary, Lorraine Binge- 
man; Life Service Secretary, Wilson Eichler; Educational Secre- 
tary, Ernst Ritz; Missionary Secretary, George Pennie; Senior-In- 
termediate Secretary, June Steiner; Publicity Secretary, E. Ritz; 
War Service Secretary, Betty Murray. Following the elections, 
Gertrude Mosig led in a topic regarding the Boy Scout and Girl 
Guide Laws and their connection with the Bible... ; 

Erlyn Wilker says: “Our League held a sleigh-riding party to 
the home of the Vice-President’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. J. 
Jarmuth....A delicious hot lunch pve sing song and games... 
a real good time . . . Some even enjoyed (?) the upset on the way 
home... The boys of the League have agreed to act as ushers at 
church services, with Gordon Mogk and George Jarmuth as ushers- 
in-chief. A penny-gathering contest has been started between two 
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groups in the League . Winners entertain the losers and the 
money goes to missions . . . The special missionary program had to 
be postponed to a later date on account of bad weather and roads.” 
Seems they have some snow in Brodhagen, too... 

j Betty Seltzer sends in a clipping about the varied activities of 
Zion, Stratford. It’s too long to print in full, but we’ll spot the 
highlights: ‘‘Rose Kressler, speaking on the topic, ‘Taking Stock— 
New Year’s Resolutions,’ asserted: ‘With Christ we are truly 
triumphant, victorious even over ourselves’ , A spirited discus- 
sion followed Christmas greetings from members overseas— 
Harry Beutenmiller, Duncan Stewart and Frank King—were read 
+ +» » $10.00 voted to the India project . . Skating party planned 

Program for ‘Fireside’ at Y. W. C. A. outlined, with Carl 
Bennewitz as chairman, and other Leaguers assisting . m 

“The only thing which our League is doing within the next 
month that is of any interest to other Leaguers,” says Kaye Miller, 
“is to provide entertainment for the C. W. A. A. C.’s on the even- 
ing of Sunday, February 28. The girls from the Training Centre in 
Kitchener are invited to attend church service and then to go to 
the Parish Hall. The ladies’ organizations are providing lunch and 
the League has been asked to supply entertainment...” That’s 
definitely a good idea—and good ideas make good news... 

Verna Rudolph, Trinity, Hamilton, says: “Our annual meeting 
was held in January and we decided to make a special effort to keep 
our League a friendly group where we may work, play and study 
together We held a sleighing party in the countryside near 
Dundas with ‘open: house’ at the home of one of our members... 
On January 24, under the direction of our newly elected Mission- 
ary Secretary, Dorothy Morley, our League observed Missionary 
Sunday at the Vespers using the special service, ‘From India’s Coral 
Strand.’ Carle Keil, a newcomer from Brantford, was our guest 
soloist.” 

Rhoda Daber says that the Kitchener District Choral Union 
presented their Director, Lester Timm, with a leather music case 
for a Christmas gift . . . quite appropriate, and well deserved ... 
Then she goes on to tell about a sleigh drive . . “During the 
course of the ride the cooling properties of snow were experienced 
by the majority of the group. Lunch was served in St. John’s 
Parish Hall, Waterloo. The sing-song and games that followed 
proved so enjoyable that the ever-faithful ‘Buttercup’ refused to 
move from her snowy parking place when requested. Pushing, coax- 
ing and scolding were all in vain. It was not until a searching 
party returned with a shovel that ‘Buttercup’ obeyed.” 

Edna Iseler regrets that there is no news from Humberstone 
this month. ‘We had our annual meeting,’’ she writes, “but our 
speaker couldn’t come.’’ Then she closes, saying, “I really enjoy the 
way you write up the Luther League pages in the Canada Lutheran. 
It really has derived new life.’ Thanks for “them kind words” 

Now we know that at least three people read these columns 

. Names of the other two on request... 

A “better-late-than-never” dispatch from New Dundee says: 
“We held our special Missionary meeting and planned to make a 
contribution to the India Fund. The Confirmation Class was en- 
tertained recently . . . with three Leaguers who are in active serv- 
ice and who were home on leave, as special guests.” 


—NORMAN BERNER 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Quarterly Convention 

The regular February quarterly convention of the District 
Luther League was held on February 28th at the Hollywood Church, 
Rev. Robert Kerstedder, Pastor. The speaker was Rev. Russell W. 
Johnson, Pastor of the Bethel Lutheran Church in Los Angeles. 
Despite gas rationing, war working; etc., a fine attendance turned 
out for the convention. 


New Service Center Planned 


The District League, having completed its India quota is now 
supporting the San Diego Lutheran Service Center. A new Service 
Center is being planned for Hollywood. The local Lutheran churches 
and their menibers have contributed to put the Center into opera- 
tion. It is located in the section of Hollywood where most Service 
men congregate, on Hollywood Boulevard near Vine Street. Radio 
stations, movie studios, and other places of entertainment, etc., are 
in this area. 

New Pastors 


Two of our churches have new pastors. Rev. Robert Ker- 
stedder formerly of St. Joseph, Missouri, is now pastor of the Hol- 
lywood Church. Rev. Arthur W. Alen, formerly assistant at First 
Church, Los Angeles, is the new pastor at First Lutheran Church, 
San Bernardino. Rev. H. C. Lindsay, formerly of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, is new pastor of Grace Church, Phoenix, Arizona. 


“Bob” Promoted 


Our District is happy over the promotion of one of our leaders— 
Robert R. Inslee. “Bob” is now a Major overseas in the Ordnance 
t t of the U. S. Army. 
Se he aa HOWARD L. LOGAN 
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Financia Reports 
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League Quota 
Northern California ..... $48.00 
1—Southern Calif. ....... 129.00 
Columbia District ...... . 48.00 
Monneckheute cies es. «cis ot 137.00 
lO rid ayy weilavoltersitierslewie lee 76.00 
Georgia-Alabama ....... 165.00 
G——TLinoisi 0.1% cele ss secre 417.00 
Endianals\icc eietei mae vistoals 201.00 
WO Widenitee: Ssclssetienerlaiere cele 265.00 
WRENS S| wis. ofa saveretstere aveiw lass fae 201.00 
3—Kentucky-Tennessee .. 69.00 
5——Maryland .....c..008 505.00 
10—Michigan ........... 131.00 
AVEC WESENT.eversl tieiatestle, vves ere 140.00 
UMMiTI tS OLA Niele cic siersiers elvis ors 218.00 
7—Mississippi .......... 23.00 
INV OtEaA WA) Kiccchoye tees) svsie¥aie, ote) 6 12.50 
INebtaskaporpeitesccde.s wibcersse 158.00 
2—New Jersey ......... 198.00 
ENGwe Y OL Wlerecicsenes eave 1,006.00 
9—North Carolina ...... 1,239.00 
Be=—OHIO | Saye oes cvs ce store 549.00 
Pacific Northwest ....... 68.00 
Pennsylvania 
Central Penna. ........ 1,237.00 
Ministerium .........; 2,185.00 
SPELUSDUTE ID I Fein acs slcicre sie 630.00 
Rocky Mountain ........ 56.00 
Douth Carolina Gi. oes.ces » 655.00 
HLEKAS uMteiisiereis welsin cleisielelae 120.00 
Witirliti cede = stele stirs nets cl sicte 646.00 
4—West Virginia ........ 92.00 
IWUSGOTSIM elas cic cieliaetoeree 110.00 
Inter. Rally—Canada ... 
Penna, Alumni «2%. :..... 


St. John’s, Lipton, Sask... 
Frederick L. L., St. Thomas, V. I. 


Kiki Kat k 
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Northern! (California © ee sete ane eaten ore ee 
soutnern California. . mide cineca wii cele 
Columbiak ADistrictid Masieyteute a deste Solas 
WOM ECTCIE tester terete Se atel Wiel a Mtandin eek aisha oeawee 
Aer ULOLIG AY: «Mis, sfarajiey eels quarefoastane aiei hr aieis cabeunenaes 
Georsia-Alabamia, «ss:cuntersiactsceiectat ce neler 
ATI IS Paraye aie aus otc ctend See oc tetas ke oer 
ESCA TAU \sr sho. eisvaia tales siovarerars, atahata ete nate ater 


Maryland) 92 fe aielais milnieete s 


Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Montana = a 
Nebraska F rjc ciercmtel tiatecena' sts inacltis ulate eh@heatere 
Sa IN GW 5] CY BC Ye ame tector aisles) sicun dia, viera dieters te 
IVE Wran COL! cciesteicie Pirie eebatals, a's sone le.ecesazeneniere 
INOLtia Carolina iver crantrciita | cis.ciaealelerctele 
ORIO. p c.ccchenso avcigient OF CRO OUENL, = oS maleea eee 
Paeiiic Northwest Wasseiecieerteatars sels otatee cere 
Pennsylvania 

Central | Pennsylvanian, sales «s/c cere 

Miixtist€rittm) "4 avisinv cists cseeancettiaiels o sielt« 

IPIGUSbiy gH “Pe sis cn cece sree eve Seer Mete) «. s1sce 1 
Rocky sMoutttain “<2 circles el iatereeteetereta te 
South: Carolinas: s(nc.ciieisc ts aiessiereorerermne ere 
TM GRABS Fou eiays (elas sei susv'e Que roveropostisnarsy tae teeeeteeeneevere 
Vir inday 555 ei biauprece ore hi og levee Tae ae 
WESSEL SV ISITE 95/5, -s5e..0, oie: suse, 0ialocelelereinennters 
WHSCONSITUN” drach ia vrssusit,4's o ehe.e pisviesl Comarertenatene 
Canada. Searle eek Wks ee ce eee crroctontn 


Thirty 


Y.P. 
Senior 


$8,226.42 


$7,109.75 


Inter. 


$ 5.00 


36.10 


34.20 


$228.19 


$40.25 
12.50 


49.25 


30.25 
72.50 


132.00 
190.06 
8.38 


134.87 


$670.06 


1942 DUES OUTSTANDING 
March, 1943 


Georeia-Alabatna yasidetstec «1s -eletele.e «\eleiel $107.40 
WnGisi Stes: «2 By OR /) 
Minnesota sie O5. 50 
WEES ES.” Gipcr occas Ao. me a 
INebraskavmene tists eietelelotaielaietats .. 120.00 
Central Pennsylvania .......-..+- -- 300.00 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania ...........-- 109.50 
AN cP OA GAT ATO. Gen OooD don cc 70.41 
Wisconsitis jerjeteieie cletels elsielateieasiatereliatefelevolaterete 28.50 

$955.81 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
January 1 to February 28, 1943 


Gift _ 
Total Alumni 
League Quota Paid Loyalty Cont. Mem’l 
Northern California .. $15.00 
Southern California .. 50.00 $10.00 $10.00 
Canada er. tetpece walters 120.00 46.00 $30.00 $1.00 15.00 
Columbia District .... 25.00 
Connecticut) eae. 25.00 
Whoriday * eve celal ciete 25.00 5.00 5.00 
Georgia-Alabama .... 45.00 17.00 10.00 2.00 5.00 
WD O1S een oc errtoenleieye es 175.00 11.09 10.00 1.00 
Mizita tian «wnchedev ose isi slisters 85.00 1.00 1.00 
TO Wat tarstetes croc oe ecelecere 55.00 5.00 5.00 
Ketinisas tere sie erste ore tore 80.00 4.50 4.50 
Kentucky-Tennessee .. 30.00 
Marylawd et, seclsc sess 215.00 37.00 30.00 7.00 
Michigans 2..53a0 sce 35.00 8.00 8.00 
Midwest ‘ ..- 80.00 
Minnesota 80.00 3.00 3.00 
Mississippi 10.00 
Montana 10.00 
Nebraska 60.00 1.00 1.00 
New Jersey 75.00 19.00 15.00 4.00 
New York .... 240.00 63.00 55.00 8.00 
North Carolina . - 425.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
Ohiol yee cars, cite noisier 200.00 35.00 20.00 15.00 
Pacific Northwest .... 20.00 
Pennsylvania 
Central Penna. .... 360.00 63.50 5.00 53.00 5.50 
Ministerium ...... 655.00 100.00 30.00 54.00 16.00 
Pittsburoh es s.teterets cle 275.00 5.00 5.00 
Rocky Mountain .... 20.00 
South Carolina ...... 220.00 
TEXAS a9 cpatecdioyeojers Face 45.00 6.00 5.00 1.00 
Wireinian (s.< acre slereters ole 180.00 5.00 5.00 
West Virginia ....... 40.00 
Wisconsin e <4 octaves s 25.00 


$451.00 $230.00 $149.50 $71.50 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
February, 1943 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 2 
Mrs. Martha Cate Weaver, Memorialized by Howard L. 
Logan, Glendale 
Mrs. Fredericka Elliott Hall, Memorialized by Wm. Elliott, 
Hollywood 
CANADA, total 3 
Mrs. O. T. C. Stockman, Memorialized by Trinity Luther 
League, Sebastapol, Ontario 
Trinity Luther League, Sebastopol, Ontario 
Gadshill Luther League, Gadshill, Ontario 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT 
FLORIDA, total 1 
Robert W. Hesse, by Trinity Luther League, Jacksonville 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 5 
Holy Trinity Luther League, Springfield 
Mildred Gartelmann, Savannah 
Susie Dasher 
Chaplain O. G. Dasher 
ILLINOIS, total 1 
INDIANA, total 1 
IOWA, total 1 
KANSAS, total 1 


MARYLAND, total 11 

Dr. and Mrs. M. Edwin Thomas 
MICHIGAN, total 8 

Ernest Woike 

William Herbert 
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Rev. Herbert E. Schildroth 
Mrs. Charlotte Rupple 
Mrs. Edna McKinnon 
Donald H. Gill 


MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA, total 3 
MISSISSIPPI 
MONTANA 


NEBRASKA, total 1 

Grace Luther League, Gurley 
NEW JERSEY, total 7 

Irmgard Mehl 

Young People’s Group, Zion Luther League, Rahway 
NEW YORK, total 14 

Christ Luther League, Floral Park 

Long Island District Luther League 

Rev. Sylvester Bader 

Carl Wolford 

Fanny Weltzien 

Robert Weltzien 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 2 
Ethel Sloop 
Organ Luther League, Rockwell 


OHIO, total 6 
Marian Sbach 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Central Pennsylvania, total 52 
Betty Sassaman 
Janet Brill 
Rev. D. W. Nicely 
Julius M. Hofstetter 
W. H. Atkinson 
Belding B. Slifer 
Malcolm A. Buckey 
Edward A. Tomlinson 
Edward M. Bell 
Kenneth Caswell 
Aux. Marion J. Bentz 
Rey. and Mrs. R. J. Wolf 
Drnc.. L, S. Raby 
C. Paul Cessna 
Elmer M. Buckey 
Mrs. Elmer M. Buckey 
W. C. Sawyer 
Dr. Theo. Senseman 
Anne Obermiller 
G. Walter Coyle 
Clifton Weihe 
Raymond Billger, Y /Ic 
Ministerium, total 58 
Paul David Wahrmann 
Edna Meckerly 
Edna Yeagle 
Eugene Geiger 
Mildred Aker 
Dr. E. Clarence Miller 
Wiiliam E. Riemer 
Central Section, Philadelphia Conference Luther League 
Stephen J. Schlegel, Jr. 
Rey. E. G. Schmickel 
Miss Frances Gongeware 
Miss Mary Schlegel 
Peter P. Hagan 
Howard Turkheimer 
Mrs. Howard Turkheimer : 
Luther Leaguers in the Service, by Friedens District, 
Reading Conference 
Dan Davies 
Rev. Sterling F. Bashore 
Rev. Wm. Elbert 
Miss Ann Davis 
Miss Mary Brick 
William Biesinger 
Rev. Wm. J. Ducker 
Miss Alma Koder 
Miss Miriam Koder 
Mrs. Margaret Fauerbach 
Our Luther Leaguers in the Service, by Young People’s Group, 
St. Joseph’s Luther League, Allentown 
Mrs. Naomi Crossley 
Mrs. Arthur O. Stout 
Arthur O. Stout 
Sarah Jean Stout 
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Priscilla Ann Stout 
PFC Donald Groff, Africa 
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God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly, 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 
as truly 

As in His Heaven 

Whittier 
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TRUE TO HIS PROMISE 


Once there was a Scotch boy called Jamie who went 
to sea. And before leaving home he promised his mother 
that every night he would kneel down and say his 
prayers just as he had done every evening since he 
could remember. 

At first he got along quite smoothly, but one night 
as he knelt down a sailor boxed his ears and said, “None 
of that here, sir!” This made another sailor very angry, 
and he gave the bully a good thrashing. 

The next night Jamie thought it would be easier 
to say his prayers in bed, so he crept into his bunk 
without saying them. No sooner had he lain down than 
someone clutched him and hauled him out again. It 
was his defender of the previous night. “Kneel down 
at once, yott young rascal,” said he. “Do you suppose 
I’m going to fight for you and you not say your prayers r 

Jamie never neglected his prayers again. He grew 
up to honor God. Years after, when the Great Eastern 
laid the Atlantic cable, the commander of the vessel 
was Jamie. But the Queen had knighted him, and he 
was now Sir James Anderson.—Selected. 


Thirty-one 


AN APRIL FOOLISH PARTY 
(Continued from Page 10) 


April Fool Statements 

Give paper and pencil to the players and have them 
correct these statements: 

1. Jonah was an English Poet. 

2. Charlie Chaplain was once President of the 
United States. 
John Bunyan is an ex-prize fighter. 
John McCormack was a great inventor. 
Theodore Roosevelt wrote “Pilgrim’s Progress.” 
Thomas Edison was swallowed by a whale. 
Billy Sunday wrote ‘‘Freckles.” 
James J. Corbett is a popular Irish tenor. 
Alfred Tennyson is a popular movie actor. 
Gene Straton Porter was once a ball player. 


SOMNTMAY 


I Cannot Hear 

Have one person stand in the middle of the room 
and tell him that in answer to the first three requests 
made he should reply, “I am deaf; I cannot hear.’ Tell 
him, however, that in answer to the fourth request he 
must say, “I can hear,” and he is expected to perform 
the task requested. This game creates a lot of fun for 
everybody except the victim. The first three times you 
try to make the deaf man hear, you should present some 
very agreeable proposal, such as offering a large sum of 
money or telling him to do something which you know 
he would like to do. But the fourth question should be 
some act which will cause a great deal of merriment 
for the rest of the group and probably prove embarrass- 
ing to the victim. 


Nonsense Sketches 

Supply each player with a sheet of paper and a pen- 
cil, instructing him to sketch on the paper the object 
written on a card which each participant draws from the 
hat. On the various cards have such names as A Striped 
Elephant, A Horned Monkey, A Swimming Hen, An 
April Fool Clown, etc. To the person whose drawing 
causes the most mirth, award a small prize. 


Foolish Tongue Twisters 

This is a stunt to help fill in a few moments be- 
tween games. Read aloud the first of the following 
sentences and have each guest swiftly repeat it after 
you. Then proceed to read the second, third, and fourth 
sentences: 

1. Sweet silly Susan sewed six split shirts. 

2. Bleak breezes blight bright blossoms. 

3, Merry Martha muddled many mirthful memories. 

4, Four fat fathers fan fifty flickering flames. 


Refreshments 

To carry out the spirit of the occasion, why not 
serve the meal, or refreshments, with the order of the 
courses reversed? Or, instead of serving the usual late 
evening type of food, prepare a breakfast such as bacon 
and fried eggs, hot waffles and syrup, or a big dish of 
cereal. , 

In serving the reversed form of menu serve ice 


cream first and then follow with salad, sandwiches, and 
coffee. 


Thirty-two 


WHO WAS FOOLED? 
(Continued from Page 12) 

ee told auntie to bring you here so I could thank 
you,” she said, with a grateful look. “How did you 
know I love flowers? I love them better than anything 
in the world. I don’t know how to thank you, I’m sure.’ 

Bob took the frail little hand held out to him and 
actually grew red in the face, a thing unheard of for 
Bob Thornton, whose perfect sang froid on all occa- 
sions was a theme of admiration among the “fellows”. 

But before he knew it he was sitting by Lily’s chair, 
telling her about a rare wild flower he had found in a 
neighboring swamp; and from that they strayed to the 
different kinds of rocks and various other interesting 
things; for Bob loved the woods as well as any other 
wild creature, and knew every rock and shrub for miles. 

Miss Lavinia, watching the boy’s face so changed 
by its look of real interest and pleasure, said to her- 
self: “I do believe half of the boy’s badness lies at 
the door of the women for we’ve never taken any thought 
for him since his mother died.” 

“Come again and tell me some more about the cave 
and the pocket of crystals,” said Lily, eagerly, as he 
rose to go. “It sounds like a fairy tale and you make it 
lots more interesting than the books do.” This compli- 
ment so wrought upon “Wild Bob” that he touched his 
hat to Miss Lavinia as she bade him good night. 

“There are different kinds of fools,’ said Bob to 
himself, thinking over the events of this “Fool's Day” 
as he walked home, “and I guess I haven’t been as bright 
myself all along as I thought I was.’—Exchange. 


MESSIAH LUTHERAN, The Friendly Church 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ross H. Stover, D.D., LL.D., S.T.D. 


9:00 A. M.—Early Morning Service 
10:00 A. M.—Sunday School 
11:00 A. M.—Mornimg Service (WDAS) 
6:30 P. M.—Luther Leagues 

7:30 P. M.—Evening Service (WDAS) 


7:30 P. M.—Thursday Night (WDAS) 


Dr. Stover’s Books, 
United Lutheran Publication House 


“How Shall I Sav It?” or “The Art of Public Spare, Ke eee 00 
“What Do We Know About Life After Death?” $1. 


“T’ll Tell You Why I Am a Protestant,” 25 cents 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


weet e ee eet we eoe 


| THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send for Literature and Particulars 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


WiILTENBERG COLLEGE 


“was graduated from Wittenberg College.” 

These simple, but important words appearing in bi- 
ographies and obituaries the world over give the key to 
character of those 

WHO in their youth at Wittenberg learned how to 

fashion their genius to the needs of the age... 

WHO at Wittenberg learned how to be strengthened 

in faith in God .. . 

WHO at Wittenberg found the way from selfishness, 

cynicism, ingratitude... 

WHO at Wittenberg found encouragement for their 

ideals of human sympathy and service. 

Wittenberg is fully accredited by all agencies, including 
The Association of American Universities and the Associa- 
tion of American University Women. 

For Catalog and View Book address 
President REES EDGAR TULLOSS, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


the 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 


thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


69th Year 


RATES $475.00 to $520.00 


a 
C—O — 
a 


MARION COLLE 


A lutheran College For Young Women 


Accredited Junior College and last two years of High 
School in famous “blue grass” region of Virginia 


LIBERAL ARTS 


Catalogue and Viewbook 


HENRY E. HORN, President 


Hamma Divinity School 


(Founded 1845) 


An approved Seminary of the Church, offering a thorough 
course in all major branches of theology. 


Fully accredited by the Association of American 
Theological Schools. 


A strong faculty, a large library, cultural advantages, and 
opportunities for clinical experience. 


For catalog or other information, address: 


DEAN E. E. FLACK or PRESIDENT R. E. TULLOSS 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


A.B., B.S. and Mus.B Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medecine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 

Very reasonable expenses 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


_| 


BUSINESS EDUCATION 


PRE-LIBRARY SECRETARIAL MERCHANDISING 
PRE-NURSING HOME ECONOMICS 
PRE-JOURNALISM MUSIC 
PRE-SOCIAL WORK SPEECH ; 
EDUCATION 
Happy home and social life in atmosphere of Southern cultuce | 
SE 


BOX K, MARION, VIRGINIA | 


| 
| 
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An ; 
Inexpensive 


Gift 


ElSTeN BOOK MAlans ¢ 


SOLID COPPER—HAMMERED BY HAND 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method of attaching 
to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used for connecting the book- 
mark and clip. The book-mark is hammered by hand on edges and is 
made from solid copper, burnished and lacquered. 


EACH BOOK-MARK IS MOUNTED IN A SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED EASTER FOLDER 


35 Cents Each or Three for $1.00 


Designs may be assorted 


BlBLe BOOS Meas 


Cross With Luther League Emblem 


ILLUSTRATED ca aN 


Illustration is 
Design No. 100 


With Luther 
League 
Emblem 
instead of 
IHS Design 
No. 105 


THIS BOOK MARK 
is very nice to give to each person at- 
tending your Easter Sunrise Service or 
some other special Easter service. 


THIS BOOK MARK 


is very nice to place in Easter Flowers 
for sick and shut-in folks. Name of 
Church can be written on reverse side. 


A TIMELY EASTER GIFT A SPLENDID SOUVENIR 


AH 80 cosreatn 100 
| Cash MUST Accompany 


Order 
(No less than 100 sold) 


Heavy, Special Finish 
Cardboard, with Luther 
League Emblem in 
Blue Ink. 


Sample Cheerfully Sent 
on Receipt of a 3 Cent 
Stamp for Postage. 


Illustration Shows Actual Size of the Book Mark 


The Luther Press 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


Trinity Lutheran Church 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 


For 75 cents additional (rn ‘nimum charge) 
we will print your CHURCH OR YOUR 
LEAGUE’S NAME on reverse side, any 
quantity up to 200. Additional huncreds, 20 
cents per hundred. 


429-437 HERR STREET 
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


